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Nest Box News 
S o u th  C a ro l in a  B lu eb i rd  S o c i e t y  Volume 1, Issue 4 

Spring 2013 An Affiliate of the North American Bluebird Society  

Monitors Hit the Trails for the New  Season 

Ladies & Gentlemen-gather your buckets, grab your 

notebooks and count those birds! On Feb. 16th and 

28th, a record crowd of new and veteran trail moni-

tors gathered for an informational meeting on how to 

be a monitor.  We had a contingent of newbies from 

Cedar Creek, where 15 boxes were recently installed, 

and there was no shortage of new monitors for all 

the  new trails added just in the last month.  Jim 

Burke gave a overview of the SCBS and Ron Bren-

neman showed us who belonged in the nest boxes—

and who didn’t!  Roger Brock shared some tried and 

true tips along with “wisdom from the trail” regard-

ing safety and always having an escape plan!  His 

tips are included in this issue of Nest Box News.  At 

press time, we are fast approaching 500 nest boxes 

and 47 trails.  Thanks to all who help our feathered 

friends—hang on to your hats, it’s going to be an ex-

citing 

ride! 

  “It is not only fine feathers 

that make fine birds”      Aesop 
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Message From The President... 
 

2013 has started off with a bang! We now 

have 48 trails and a total of 498 nestbox-
es.  This is a big increase from the 22 

trails and 242 nestboxes we started with 
in 2011. Our membership now stands at 

173 – a long way from the 25 or so of us 

who first met in October 2010. So far this 
year Ron Brenneman, Terry McGrath and I 

have made Bluebird presentations to 16 
groups including schools, garden clubs and 

home owners associations. Be sure to 
check out page  4 of this newsletter for 

dates of upcoming events and meetings. 
Volunteer to help with one of the events. 

You will have fun and meet nice people. 
You don’t have to be a bird “expert” to do 

this – just a pleasing personality.  Plans 
for the North American Bluebird Society 

Conference, October 3-5 in Aiken are pro-
gressing very well. We have received out 

of state registrations from California, Flori-

da, New York, Virginia and British Colum-
bia. Jack McGrath has developed an excel-

lent data base to manage registrations and 
Mary Schultz has done the same for volun-

teers who will perform the myriad of tasks 
needed during the conference. Many of our 

members are working on various arts and 
craft projects for auction and decorations. 

It is not too late for you to get involved. 
Lastly thanks to Marty Foss who along 

with Terry McGrath launched our newslet-
ter last year. Marty is moving on to other 

endeavors and Terry is now “editor-in 
chief”. There is information on page 3 for 

you to send Terry photos, articles or ideas 

you have for the newsletter. 
 

Best wishes, 
 

Jim 
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New Trail at Cumberland Village 

In the chilly morning (32 degrees-can 

you say brrrrr) hours of January 18th, 

four brave souls set off for Cumberland 

Village to set up a new neighborhood 

of six bluebird nest boxes.  Roger 

Brock, Ron Brenneman, Kyler Jones 

and Terry McGrath walked the pre-

planned trail installing the boxes in an 

easy loop that the residents should en-

joy monitoring themselves.  Ron is 

planning to get with the residents and 

director to go over what is involved 

with this new trail.  We’re hopeful they 

will enjoy the experience—we certainly 

did! 

Ron Brenneman and Kyler Jones prepare the 

first nest box location 

Roger Brock checking the status of Nest 

Box #4 

Note From The Editor: 

I’m really excited to be continuing our newsletter, the Nest Box News!  They say it 

takes a village, so let’s all “flock” together and continue our efforts to put the best 

newsletter out there!  Send me your tips, ideas, pictures and suggestions anytime 

to:  Terry McGrath / mcgrathjtl@atlanticbb.net / 803.649.7960 

Thanks to everyone! 
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Schedule of Events and Meetings 

 

Events (display & information tent) 

April 17, 9:00 am – 1:00 pm Earth Day, Hopelands Gardens 

April 20, 8:00 am – Noon, Aiken County Farmers’ Market 

April 20, 10:00 am – 2:00 pm, Earth Day, Phinizy Swamp Nature Park  

May 17-18, 10:00 am – 4:00 pm, Aiken Garden Show 

October 3-5, NABS 2013 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Board Meetings 

April 16, 6:00 pm, Birds & Butterflies 

July 16, 6:00 pm, Birds & Butterflies 

November 5, 6:00 pm, Birds & Butterflies 

 

Member Meetings 

April 23, 7:00 pm, Birds & Butterflies 

May 28, 7:00 pm, Birds & Butterflies 

June 25, 7:00 pm, Birds & Butterflies 

August 20, 7:00 pm, Birds & Butterflies 

September 24, 7:00 pm, Birds & Butterflies 
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Inky’s Fifteen Minutes of Fame (and a new life to live) 

It was the last weeks of December 2012 when the call came in—my mis-
sion, should I decide to accept it, was to transport a crow to the Carolina 
Wildlife Care in Lexington.  The problem: I was in a car line waiting to pick 
up Kyler; it was 2:50 pm; CWC was at least an hour away; I still had to 
pick up the crow—the reasons to be unable to help with the transport 
seemed to outweigh the desire TO help.  After declining to Ron Bren-
neman, who coordinates the transports of wounded wildlife, for some 
reason Kyler and I found ourselves driving downtown.  We stopped in at 
Birds & Butterflies, and I casually inquired about the crow.  No one could 
help, and the crow was quite active in a box in the back room despite 
missing the top part of his beak!  The center would take him in for evalua-
tion; he just needed a ride.  I’m doing the math in my head, calculating 
distance, time, rush hour, etc. and yes—we are on our way!   

We arrive at the Rescue Center a little after 5:00 pm, check in “Inky” (of 
course, we HAD to name him!), and head back to Aiken.  I called a few 
weeks later and learned “Inky” hadn’t made it due to severe fractures, 
along with the beak injury.   Unable to find the right time to tell Kyler, I 
put off telling him the news.  In January 2013, I get a phone call from 
Anne Palyok at CWC and she had some really good news!  

 It seems that a week before we brought our crow in, another grandma 
and her grandson had brought a crow in also.  That was the crow that 
was so badly injured!  Our crow, “Inky”, was sent from Carolina Wildlife 
Care to the Carolina Waterfowl Rescue in Indian Trail, NC for beak recon-
struction surgery by Dr. Burkett and became a bit of a celebrity in the 
wildlife rescue circles! You can see and read more about “Inky’s” journey 
at: http://openprosthetics.ning.com/photo/album/show?id=1492079%
3AAlbum%3A39675 
 
By:  Terry McGrath 

 

http://openprosthetics.ning.com/photo/album/show?id=1492079%3AAlbum%3A39675
http://openprosthetics.ning.com/photo/album/show?id=1492079%3AAlbum%3A39675
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   Down For the Count 

          By:  Terry McGrath 

I received an email at end of 

January from Paul Koehler, di-

rector at the Silver Bluff Audu-

bon Center & Sanctuary re-

questing volunteers ASAP to 

help with a sparrow study that 

was being conducted by Mark 

LaBarr of the Green Mountain 

Audubon Center in Huntington, 

VT.  Apparently ten to twelve 

able bodies were needed to 

“walk, yell, clap and otherwise” 

drive any flying object into 

mist nets set up at predeter-

mined areas.  Feeling pretty 

qualified for the task, I replied 

to the affirmative and showed 

up bright and early (and chilly) 

on February 1st for what would 

become an experience of my 

lifetime.  After a hardy break-

fast of fruit and muffins with 

my 13 fellow “netters”, we re-

ceived our instructions and 

carpooled to the first area.  

The mist nets, (think hairnets 

on steroids,) had been set up 

the night before, so all we had 

to do was unravel them and 

push them to the top and bot-

tom of 16 foot poles.  Then we 

lined up about 20 yards apart 

and began the “push” to flush 

the birds out of the brush and 

into the nets.   

 

The “netters” at Silver Bluff Audubon Center 

First flush of sparrows into the mist net 

A song sparrow ready for weighing and banding 
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Down For The Count continued 

The techniques varied—Paul blew “sparrow tweets” on a whis-

tle, Mark was clapping, some called ‘here birdie, birdie”.  I fa-

vored a kind of “squee-ing”, some sang and one of the guys 

sounded like a Native American at a pow-wow! These sparrows, 

also called “skulkers” for the way they hug the ground, held 

fast until we were practically stepping on them- then WHOOSH! 

They’d take off and get caught in the nets!  At least that was 

the humans’ plan; the birds had a different idea and with the 

wind blowing the nets became more visible and the birds simp-

ly flew a little higher.  The first push netted around 12 birds 

(including a very unhappy cardinal!)  After extricating the birds 

from the net, they were placed in cloth drawstring bags and 

carried to the truck to have their wing length calculated, fitted 

with a band, recorded in the log book, weighed, then released.  

Mark made sure everyone had the opportunity to release a 

bird; all of them happily flew away except my bird—he kind of 

jumped off my hand and ran like a mouse to the woods!  Polite 

chuckles from my fellow netters, but I was proud of my little 

guy for marching to his own drummer!  Federal law prohibits 

the masses from any other handling of the birds, so this was 

indeed a special treat.  Holding a 12 gram sparrow was like 

holding a breeze; airy and light but ready for flight!  Then it 

was time to take the nets down and move the operation to the 

next area.  This spot had more stands of pine, and a push from 

each side of the nets netted (no pun intended) a big fat goose 

egg!  The next area resulted in a smaller number of birds, but 

lots of variety.  The wind wasn’t helping, and the nets devel-

oped some pretty good sized holes from catching on the stick-

ers and weeds, but we kept going.  Our last area was set up 

around 4:00pm, and proved to be the most successful!  Ap-

proximately 35 birds found themselves hanging in the nets!  By 

the time we got to them, those that hadn’t wiggled loose were 

placed two to a bag in the cloth bags until they could be rec-

orded.  A rough count provided by Mark after returning to Ver-

mont showed a sparrow count of 1 Field, 2 LeConte’s, 7 

Swamp, 6 Savannah, 16 Song, 1 Henslow’s, 1 Grasshopper, 

and the unhappy redbird!  The human count was numerous 

splinters, scratches, wind burn, a twisted knee, bloodied shin 

and a whole lot of happy faces!  So watch your inbox, and the 

next time you’re called into action, slap on some sunscreen, 

grab your gloves and get your “squee” on! 

Mist net before unfurling 

  The weigh in 

 Banded and ready for release 

An unlucky cardinal gets “netted” 
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Trail Monitor’s Creed 

While you’re out on your trail enjoying the view 

You might want to remember a thing or two. 

Be a good steward and pick up the trash- 

The rewards you’ll receive will be better than cash.* 

Be one with Nature and live by this rule 

It’s all about the birds and not about YOU! 

Do they need us?  Do we need them? 

The journey is worth it in the end. 

So tote your bucket and ready your pen 

The eggs are a comin’ –let the good times begin!        Poetry courtesy of:  Terry McGrath 

*The fourth line of the Creed has an interesting story attached.  The other week I was 

checking my wood duck boxes at the Equine Rescue and I noticed an older couple 

driving very slowly along the road. As I drove my cart to the end of the pasture, I no-

ticed a hubcap in the brush.  I climbed the fence and hung it off a small tree branch 

by the road.  As I climbed back over the fence, the car that had been trolling the road 

stopped me and asked if I had seen a hubcap they were missing!  As I handed the 

hubcap back to them, I explained that  the Equine Rescue Center had a 

trail I monitored for the South Carolina Bluebird Society.  After our con-

versation, they gave me $10.00 “for the bluebirds!”  The reward of their 

generosity was STILL better than cash—bless them… 

The lecture on How To Attract Bluebirds at Birds & Butterflies last month “netted” the 

SCBS sixteen new members and two volunteers for the NABS Conference in October… 

NEEDED:  We want to compile a picture list of different nests you may find 

in your nest boxes, other than the bluebirds!  Send me your pictures...AND, 

save your nests after fledging of your birds for our new nest displays! 

 

 

Bluebert is coming home!        

After a short vacation, Bluebert will be back on the 

pages of the Nest Box News!  He’s sporting a new 

look and is happy to be back with his friends!  
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Roger Brock, member of the trails commit-

tee, shares these timely tips with us to keep 

us safe on our trails. (As a suggestion, keep 

a copy of these tips in your monitor books) 

SCBS Trail Monitors: 

Normally everything goes well when we are 

out monitoring bluebird trails.  But some-

times unexpected things happen as most of 

us know or have experienced.  Here are 

some suggestions regarding safety based on 

my 10-year experience monitoring bluebird 

trails. 

Before you leave the house, think about 

what you will need on the trail.  Al-

ways take your cell phone as you nev-

er know what might happen, an unex-

pected injury, medical condition, etc.  

It is probably a good idea to let your 

wife or husband or someone else 

know where you are headed as you 

leave.  In other words, file a flight 

plan. 

Always take your bluebird bucket—Most 

of the items are “just in case you 

need them” kind of items.  If there is 

not a first aid kit in the bucket, please 

add one to the contents.  Bug spray 

and sunscreen are a good idea also. 

Stay hydrated—  Take some bottled wa-

ter with you. This is especially im-

portant in our 100 degrees+ heat and 

high humidity. 

Wasps—yes, I have been stung and have 

had a bad reaction.  That led me to 

investigate a safe (for the bluebirds) 

wasp spray, which Ron now stocks at 

Birds & Butterflies.  I now use the 

“Safer” brand wasp spray that the 

North American Bluebird Society ap-

proves of based on my correspond-

ence with them.  Wasps may be hard 

to see in your boxes.  If you have 

them, normally they are up in the top 

corners of the box.  This can be a 

 

     problem if you are reaching in the box to re-

move a nest or clean out a box and don’t see 

them right way. 

Fire Ants—We all know how nasty fire ants are.  

You must constantly be aware of where you 

are stepping and standing.  I would recom-

mend that you not wear open toed sandals 

and definitely wear socks (also for snake bite 

protection).  It only takes a few seconds for 

them to get on your feet and start biting.  I 

carry two kinds of fire ant killer products in my 

bluebird bucket.  One is a fire ant bait and one 

is a fire ant killer, both granules.  I like the 

bait when fire ants are present so they take it 

back to the queen and the next day they are 

all dead.  I get my fire ant bait, “Green Light,” 

at Weeks Farm Supply on Richland Ave.  The 

fire ant killer granules (various brands) are 

faster acting (usually best with water added) 

but more toxic. I use them around the base of 

the bluebird poles or pine trees as a preventa-

tive measure where there has been a history 

of fire ants. 

Rabid animals—If you encounter an animal who is 

acting unusual, be especially wary as it could 

be rabid.  Most wild animals are going to run 

away from you and not hang around.  My 

neighbor got bit by a rabid fox a few months 

ago as it hung around her yard until it finally 

bit her unexpectedly.  With your cell phone, 

you can always get in touch with the animal 

control by calling 642-7620 and asking for 

them. 

Wear your gloves— I would have never been 

stung by the wasp if I had been wearing my 

gloves.  Good protection for lots of reasons.  

Poisonous plants, etc. If you notice any prob-

lems on the bluebird trail  that the owner 

should be made aware of, don’t hesitate to do 

so as we represent another set of eyes as far 

as noticing problems is concerned. 

     Hopefully this gives you some ideas or empha-

sizes what you already know from your own 

experience.               HAPPY TRAILS 
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You have installed your bluebird nesting box and are anxiously waiting 
for a bluebird pair to take up residence. You open up the nest box ex-
pecting to see a neat pine straw or grass bluebird nest, but instead you 
find a nest of green moss, wood chips, leaves or hair. Your first reaction 
is to pull all of that nest material out of the box so the bluebirds can 
build there. But WAIT, what your are about to do may be illegal! What 

you are looking at is probably the nest of a Carolina Chickadee, Tufted 
Titmouse, Carolina Wren, White-breasted or Brown-headed Nuthatch— 
all native birds that also build their nests in cavities (boxes). It is a fed-
eral offense to remove or disturb the nest of any native cavity nesting 
bird or any other native bird nest. 

  

Allow the tenants to continue building their nest and raise a brood of 
young. Most of these other species only have one brood per year, so af-
ter they successfully raise a family you can clean out the old nest and 

the nest box will be available for the bluebirds to use for their second or 
third nests. 

 

The only bird nest that it is permissible to remove is that of the non-
native English House Sparrow. The North American Bluebird Society and 
the South Carolina Bluebird Society both work to conserve all native 
cavity nesting birds. If you get birds other than bluebirds in your nest 
box just enjoy them and know that you are helping the native bird popu-
lation in our area. 

 

 

 

 

                        

 

 

White-breasted Nuthatch    Tufted Titmouse        Carolina Wren                  Carolina Chickadee        

ASK DR. RON… 

With the nesting season upon us, Dr. Ron gives 

out some good advice—- 
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CALLING ALL PHOTOGRAPHERS 

I would love to highlight your nature pics in the newsletter!  Birds in the birdbath?  

Take a picture!  Frenzy at the feeder?  Snap the shot!  The first pictures of a blue-

bird comes from Maggi Howard, taken in early March.  Thanks Maggi for sharing! 
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Donna Lee remembers “he was very kind in his comments, and thorough in his ed-

iting: he made many helpful comments/additions, and a few small corrections, in 

the margins throughout the 35 page double-spaced draft”.  Dr. Zeleny’s letter to 

Donna Lee remains one of her most treasured possessions.  

The publishing of her book, The Eastern Bluebird (A Guide for Young Birdwatchers) 

in 2011 brought to mind the treasured letter and notes of her first edited draft that 

Dr. Zeleny had sent her. Calling her book “well written and factual” and “entirely 

suitable for adult reading”, Donna Lees’ booklet was the culmination of many years 

of data collecting.  

We are lucky to have Donna Lee, and the labor of love she calls the Eastern Blue-

bird, among us! 

To order Donna Lees’ book, go to www.southcarolinabluebirds.org and select 

“Books and Notecards”. 

A Bluebird Among Us 

A bluebird lover since the late 

1970’s, Donna Lee Houle has ac-

tively monitored bluebird activity 

in her backyard and has registered 

nest-record cards with Cornell Uni-

versity since the 1980’s. 

After taking a writing-for-children 

course back in 1992, SCBS mem-

ber Donna Lee Houle wrote a 

rough draft titled The Eastern 

Bluebird (that beautiful bird of 

blue).  She sent the draft to Dr. 

Lawrence Zeleny, bluebird activist, 

author of The Bluebird: How You 

Can Help Its Fight For Survival and 

founder of the North American 

Bluebird Society (NABS) in 1978.   
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South Carolina Bluebird Society 

P.O. Box 5151 

Aiken, SC 29803-5151 

 

 

                                                  TO: 

                Like us on Facebook! Find more answers to your questions on our Website: 

 

                              http://www.southcarolinabluebirds.                 

              https://www.facebook.com/groups/SouthCarolnaBluebirdSociety/  


