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Iôm youth, Iôm joy, Iôm a 

little bird that has broken 

out of the egg.  James M 

Barrie  

SCBS IS GOING GLOBAL Actually, 

that may be overstating just a tad , but 

as you can see, we have broadened our 

membership.  We now have members 

from Georgia to the Low Country of 

South Carolina and all points in between.  

If word of mouth and actions speak louder than words, than 

this is one reason for our continued growth.  Add to the mix a 

successful 36th Annual NABS Conference which we hosted, a 

wonderful 8 page spread in SC Wildlife Magazine and the tire-

less efforts of our members and you can see why.  Give all 

these ingredients to our head chef, Jim Burke, and VOILA!  A 

recipe for success  If what weôre doing sparks an interest for 

you, check us out on Facebook, our website or come to a meet-

ing.  Our nest will always welcome you with open wings!  

Photo by: Jenny Hendershot  

     NEW MEMBERS  

January 1-June 30, 2014 

Inside This Issue  

At the watering hole, 

the goal is common - to 

quench our thirst. In 

the South Carolina 

Bluebird Society we 

gather to quench our 

minds in the common 

goal of conservation for 

cavity nesting birds 

worldwide. Welcome to 

our new members  

listed on page 2.  
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/ÆУÉÃÅÒÓ 

0ÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔ 

   *ÉÍ "ÕÒËÅȾÊÉÍÂÕÒËÅςχρͽÇÍÁÉÌȢÃÏÍ 

6ÉÃÅ 0ÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔ 

   -ÁÇÇÉ (Ï×ÁÒÄȾÍÈÏ×ÁÒÄͽÇÏÌПÌÁÄÙȢÕÓ 

3ÅÃÒÅÔÁÒÙ 

   -ÁÒÙ 3ÃÈÕÌÔÚȾÓÈÕÌÔÚÉÍͽÇÍÁÉÌȢÃÏÍ 

4ÒÅÁÓÕÒÅÒ 

   4ÉÍ "ÅÎÄÌÅȾÔÉÍȢÂÅÎÄÌÅͽÇÍÁÉÌȢÃÏÍ 

$ÉÒÅÃÔÏÒÓ 

   3ÔÅÖÅ "ÁËÅÒȾÓÊÂÁËÅÒφρτͽÁÏÌȢÃÏÍ 

   'ÌÅÎ (ÅÎÄÒÙȾÇ×ÈÅÎÄÒÙͽÈÏÔÍÁÉÌȢÃÏÍ 

   -ÉËÅ $Å"ÒÕÈÌȾÃÍÄÅÂÒÕÈÌͽÁÔÌÁÎÔÉÃÂÂȢÎÅÔ 

    $ÅÂÂÉÅ 2ÅÅÄȾÒÅÅÄÄÅÂÂÉÅͽÂÆÕÓÁȢÃÏÍ 

"ÌÕÅÂÉÒÄ 4ÒÁÉÌ #ÏÍÍÉÔÔÅÅ 

   2ÏÎ "ÒÅÎÎÅÍÁÎȾÂÉÒÄÂПÌÉÅÓͽÁÏÌȢÃÏÍ 

   2ÏÇÅÒ "ÒÏÃËȾÒ×ÂÒÏÃËͽÍÁÃȢÃÏÍ 

   'ÌÅÎ Ǫ 'ÁÉÌ (ÅÎÄÒÙȾÇ×ÈÅÎÄÒÙͽÈÏÔÍÁÉÌȢÃÏÍ 

-ÅÍÂÅÒÓÈÉÐ 

   3ÈÁÒÏÎ "ÕÒËÅȾÓÈÁÒÏÎÂÕÒËÅςχρͽÇÍÁÉÌȢÃÏÍ 

0ÕÂÌÉÃ 2ÅÌÁÔÉÏÎÓ 

   4ÉÁÊÕÁÎÁ #ÏÃÈÎÁÕÅÒȾÔÉ×ÁÙÎÅρͽÈÏÔÍÁÉÌȢÃÏÍ 

7ÅÂÓÉÔÅ 

   ×××ȢÓÏÕÔÈÃÁÒÏÌÉÎÁÂÌÕÅÂÉÒÄÓȢÏÒÇ 

7ÅÂÍÁÓÔÅÒ 

   +ÁÒÅÎ 2ÁÉÎÅȾÃÁÖÅÇÕÒÕͽÙÁÈÏÏȢÃÏÍ 

&ÁÃÅÂÏÏË 0ÁÇÅ %ÄÉÔÏÒ 

   .ÁÎÃÙ -ÏÓÅÌÅÙȾÆÍÏÓÅÌÅÙͽÂÅÌÌÓÏÕÔÈȢȢÎÅÔ 

3#"3 .Å×ÓÌÅÔÔÅÒ %ÄÉÔÏÒ 

  4ÅÒÒÙ -Ã'ÒÁÔÈȾÍÃÇÒÁÔÈÊÔÌͽÁÔÌÁÎÔÉÃÂÂȢÎÅÔ 

 

From The Presidenté 

 Jim Burke  

SCBS DIRECTORY  

Bill Abey, Evans, GA, and Jennifer Abney, Trenton, Karen  

Alexander, Wagener, Gary & Martha Crickenberger, Summer-

ville, Bob & Melinda Deogosch, Aiken, Bonnie Fabian, Aiken, 

Denise Flores,    Aiken, Kristen French, No. Charleston, Lem 

& Glenda Grant, Columbia, Susan Griggs, Chesterfield, Diane 

Hess, Aiken, Jim & Charlotte Holly, Aiken, Eleanor Hum-

phries, Aiken, William Johnson, Summerville, Bess Kellett, 

Edisto Island, Paul Koehler, Jackson, Debbie LaBerge, Wind-

sor, Edie Lamar, Aiken, Mary-Catherine Martin, Bonneau, 

Gene Mauldin, Hanahan, Danielle Motley, Mt. Pleasant, Pat 

Niblet, Travelers Rest, Kathy Rachick, Aiken, Chris & Sandy 

Randall, Aiken, Laurel Seese, Charleston, Norman & Linda 

Sharp, Easley, David Shelley, Latta, Lizzie Smylie, Edidto  

Island, Debbie Snyder, Aiken, Kayce Solomons, Aiken, Scott 

Sorensen, Aiken, Barbara Spence, Charleston, Selena      

Spilman, Windsor, Dale & Jane Swing, Mt. Pleasant, Joe & 

Pearl Tait, Piedmont, Sharon Vaughn, Graniteville, and 

Jeanne Welch, Salem, of South Carolina. 

Fellow Bluebirders,  

Not only has the weather been hot, but our bluebird trails 

are also hot with many birds being fledged. We currently 

have 59 trails and 605 nest boxes. Our expansion into 

large cavity nesting birds has also been successful with 6 

Eastern Screech Owls and 98 Wood Ducks fledged! Our 

membership continues to grow with 43 new members join-

ing between January 1 and June 30. Total membership is: 

237. 

A very special thanks to Terry McGrath, Nancy Moseley 

and Sandy Tucker for all of their work to make the picnic 

on June 7th a big success. Thanks also to Vincent DiPietro, 

Superintendent, at Boyd Pond Park for providing a fine fa-

cility for the picnic. 

There will be no member meetings in July and August. Our 

next meeting will be September 22nd. Have a safe and en-

joyable summer. 

Welcome New Members  
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PUT A PIN IN IT!  

By Terry McGrath  

 

If you know of a group, club or other organization that would like to learn more 

about bluebirds and/or to set up a trail, email Jim Burke, SCBS President at: 

jimburke271@gmail.com  

Whether a hatchling, nestling, fledgling, or egg ðweôre 

happy you all are in our nest! HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO 

EVERYONE WHO HATCHED  in April, May and June!  

Birds & Butterflies 2014 Amateur Photography Contest Go 

to: www.birdsandbutterfliesaiken.com or call 803.649.7999 

for more info  

SCBS member and Facebook page editor Nancy Moseley  
shares a homemade suet recipe that the birds really seem to enjoy!  

1 Cup vegetable shortening  

1 Cup peanut butter (smooth or crunchy)  

1 Cup plain white flour, 3 Cups plain cornmeal, 1/2 Cup old fashioned oatmeal, a 

handful of sunflower seed chips and pieces of dried raisins and cherries if you wish.  

Soften the shortening and peanut butter in the microwave. Add all the other ingre-
dients and stir until well mixed. Roll into balls or mash into a container and store 

covered in the refrigerator.  Crumble in a dish or mash in a suet holder or log.  

Nutritional Information + % of Daily Value *   

Calories   1,143.2  

Calories from fat   637       55%  

Total Fat  70.8 g                 108%  

Saturated Fat  20.8 g         104%  

Cholesterol   38.9 mg     12%  

Sodium  269.6 mg               11%  

Total Carbs   109.4 g           36%  

Dietary Fiber  11.5 g           46%  

Sugars  25.1 g                    100%  

Protein  24.1 g                     48%   

Picture courtesy 

of Shirley Ann 

Lepianka Myers  

RECIPE CORNER  

For those on 

Weight Watchers, 1 

serving of this little 

treat = 30 pts.  

 



4 

 

Test your word search prowess!  

L     Z     C     L     P     F     E    N  

 

W     T     Z     A     H     T     U    O  

 

O     D     O     V     E     S     T    O  

 

S     T     M     R     A     M     O    L  

 

P     F     N     I     S     V     U    R  

 

R     I     M     Q     A     W     C    Y  

 

E     W     E     E     N     Z     A    U  

 

Y     S     J     V     T     J     N    N  

         Dove  Emu  Jay  Loon Osprey  Owl  Pheasant  Swan  Swift  
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Member Meetings *   7:00 pm  

September 22, 2014  

October 27, 2014  

November 17, 2014  

 

Board Meetings *      6:00 pm  

August 11, 2014  

November 10, 2014  

 

Upcoming Bluebird Presentations to 

Outside Organizations  

September 11, 2014 -Jensenôs Community 

Garden Club, Murrells Inlet, SC  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

* at Birds & Butterflies  

            

 

 

 

 

Birds & Butterflies 2014 Nature Series  

Tuesday, July 8 ñIdentifying Hawks and 

Owls of Our Areaò 

Saturday, July 19 ñAllendale Kite Fieldsò 

Tuesday, Aug 12 ( NEW ) ñTagging Turtles 

for Jesusò 

Tuesday, Sept 9 ñSnakes of the South-

west: How  Do You Know Who is Who?ò 

Tuesday, Oct 7 ñArmadilloôs in SC- History 

& Biologyò 

Saturday, Oct 11 ñHitchcock Woods Field 

Tripò (rain date Saturday, Oct 18) 

Tuesday, Nov 11 ñImages of Antarctica 

( NEW )  

 

You can watch a live cam of barn owls 

like the ones on Mary -Catherineôs article 

on page 14 from Italy, Texas. Go to: 

http://cams.allaoutbirds.org/

channel/42/Barn_Owls/ . Itôs a hoot!! 

 

 

 A complete list of all lectures in the series 

are available at Birds & Butterflies. Lots of 

new and exciting topics this year, so sign 

up soon!  Best $5.00 youôll spend this 

year! See you there...  

Chukar Partridge 
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A member asks... Do birds pant?  

We’ve had a few days without rain and now it’s hot! One member saw sev-

eral birds in her backyard with open bills. An open mouth is one sign that a 
bird might be overheating and working to lower its body temperature.   

When the temps are in the 90’s, a bird’s body may start to overheat. Birds 

give off excess body heat through their un-feathered legs and can ruffle 

their body feathers so heat close to their skin can escape.  A bird will also 

pant, travel less, find a shady spot or seek water as a way to reduce their 

body heat.  In this heat, a refreshing dip in a birdbath is one effective way 

for the bird to rehydrate, lower its body temperature and beat the heat! 
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...photos by our members for our members...  

Spring has sprung with our feature photos of some 

baby birds!  Hope springs eternal & life is renewed!  

 

Possibly the largest family this season! One more 

and Don Crutchfield would have a baseball team! 

1st hatch on 

James Island 

for Barbara Ray 

Spence ! March 

17, 2014—you 

do the math! 

Bluebirds & nuthatches & chickadees—oh my!  Multiple hatches kept Terry McGrathôs camera on 

fire! 

Eastern screech 

owl eggs and 

Wood Ducklings 

keep Jim & Sharon 

Burkeôs camera at 

the ready! 
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And look what migration brought to some lucky folksô 

backyardsé. 

       Look who passed through our backyards!  

Nancy Moseley in Aiken, SC catches a Rose-breasted 

Grosbeak dining at her feeder. 

Barbara Ray 

Spence proves 

these Baltimore 

Orioles feel at 

home on St. 

James Island too! 

Denise Flores  captures this Yellow-rumped 

Warbler “hanging out”! 

Jason Weathers has no problem catching this Cedar 

Waxwing’s “good side”! 

Marty Foss in New Ellenton, SC had the “deep blue sea” come to 

her yard on the wings of this Indigo Bunting! 
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      ...and more pictures for you to enjoy...thanks for sharing everyone!  

Paul and Sharon Vaughn operate a 

24 hour restaurant in their backyard in 

Aiken, SC !  

Julie Burke of Bayou Vista, Texas 

captured this male Wood Duck 

ñwooingò his date! 

ñ My momôs napping and canôt come 

to the door right now ñ explains this 

Screech Owlet in Hitchcock Woods 

to Glen Hendry of Graniteville, 

SC.  

Bill and Maggi Howard  of 

Aiken, SC saw this fellow at 

their house in Aiken, SC.  Any 

guesses?  Answer on page 5.  
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OƴŎŜ ǳǇƻƴ ŀ ǝƳŜΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƭƛǾŜŘ ŀ ōƭǳŜōƛǊŘ ƴŀƳŜŘ .ƭǳōŜǊǘΦ  IŜ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǎƘȅ ōƛǊŘ ŀƴŘ ƻƊŜƴ 

ǿŀǎ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƘƛŘƛƴƎ ŀƳƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘǎ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ŦŀǾƻǊƛǘŜ ǎǘƻǊƛŜǎ ƛƴ ¢ƘŜ bŜǎǘ .ƻȄ bŜǿǎΦ  .ƭǳōŜǊǘ 

ǿŀǎ ŀƭǎƻ ƭƻƴŜƭȅΣ ǎƻ ǘƘƛǎ Ǉŀǎǘ WŀƴǳŀǊȅΣ .ƭǳōŜǊǘ ǘƻƻƪ ŀ ǾŀŎŀǝƻƴ ǘƻ ŀ ǿŀǊƳŜǊ ŎƭƛƳŀǘŜΣ ŀƴŘΦΦΦȅƻǳ 

ƎǳŜǎǎŜŘ ƛǘΦΦΦŎŀƳŜ ƘƻƳŜ ǿƛǘƘ Ƙƛǎ ƴŜǿ ōǊƛŘŜΣ .ƭǳōŜǊǘŀΗ  bƻǿ .ƭǳōŜǊǘŀ ƛǎ ŀ ǎŀǎǎȅ ƭƛǧƭŜ ǘƘƛƴƎΣ 

ŀƴŘ ǎƘŜ ǘƻƭŘ .ƭǳōŜǊǘ Ƙƛǎ ǘǊŀǾŜƭƭƛƴƎ Řŀȅǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƻǾŜǊΦ  Lǘ ǿŀǎ ǝƳŜ ŦƻǊ ƘƛƳ ǘƻ ǎŜǧƭŜ ŘƻǿƴΣ ŀƴŘ 

ǎǘŀǊǘ ŀ ŦŀƳƛƭȅτŀƴŘ ƛǘ Ƴŀȅ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ōŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇŀƎŜǎ ƻŦ ¢ƘŜ bŜǎǘ .ƻȄ bŜǿǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ 

ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ άƘŀǇǇƛƭȅ ŜǾŜǊ ŀƊŜǊέΦ  .ƭǳōŜǊǘ ŀƎǊŜŜŘ όƎƻƻŘ ŎƘƻƛŎŜύ ŀƴŘ ŀǎ ŀƭƭ ōƭǳŜōƛǊŘǎ ŘƻΣ ǘƘŜȅ 

Ǝƻǘ ōǳǎȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǳƳƳŜǊ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜŘ ƭƛǧƭŜ 9ƎƎōŜǊǘΗ   9ƎƎōŜǊǘ ǘŀƪŜǎ ŀƊŜǊ Ƙƛǎ 5ŀŘ -  ƘŜΩǎ ǎƘȅ 

ŀƴŘ ƘŜ ƭƻǾŜǎ ƘŀƴƎƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘǎ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ƴŜǿǎƭŜǧŜǊΦ 

{ƻ ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜΥ  ŜŀŎƘ ƛǎǎǳŜΣ ƭƛǧƭŜ 9ƎƎōŜǊǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǎƻƳŜǿƘŜǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǇǳōƭƛŎŀǝƻƴΦ  

¢ƘŜ ŬǊǎǘ ǊŜŀŘŜǊ ǿƘƻ ƛŘŜƴǝŬŜǎ 9ƎƎōŜǊǘ ōȅ ǇŀƎŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǎŎǊƛǇǝƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀǝƻƴ όƛŜΦ 

ƻƴ ǇŀƎŜ ф ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎŀƴǘŀƭƻǳǇŜύ ǿƛƭƭ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ŀ {ƻǳǘƘ /ŀǊƻƭƛƴŀ .ƭǳŜōƛǊŘ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅ ōŀƭƭ ŎŀǇΦ  ¢ƘŜǎŜ 

ǎǘȅƭƛǎƘ ŎŀǇǎ ƭƻƻƪ ƎǊŜŀǘ ƻƴ ƳŜƴ ŀƴŘ ǿƻƳŜƴΗ  

  

 

 

 

+  =  

    Blubert  Bluberta  Eggbert  

¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ŜƳŀƛƭ ȅƻǳǊ ƎǳŜǎǎŜǎ ǘƻ Υ   

¢ŜǊǊȅ aŎDǊŀǘƘ ŀǘΥ 

ƳŎƎǊŀǘƘƧǘƭϪŀǘƭŀƴǝŎŎōōΦƴŜǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 

ǿƛƴƴŜǊ ǿƛƭƭ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǇǊƛȊŜΦ  tƭŜŀǎŜ 

ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ȅƻǳǊ ƳŀƛƭƛƴƎ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎΣ ŀƴŘ 

ƎƻƻŘ ƭǳŎƪΗ  ¸ƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ ǿƛƴ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ 

ƎǳŜǎǎΗ  όLƴ ŎŀǎŜ ƻŦ ƳǳƭǝǇƭŜ ƎǳŜǎǎŜǎΣ 

ǘƘŜ ƎǳŜǎǎ L ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƭƛŜǎǘ 

ǇƻǎǘŜŘ ǝƳŜ ǿƛƭƭ ǿƛƴύΦ 

 

Show your pride with an SCBS ball 

 

Editors note: As the South Carolina Bluebird Society grows, we want everyone to know 

Blubertsô story!  Just as we have grown, so has Blubertsô family.  We invite you to share the 

story...  

Hint: When 

Eggbert travels, 

he leaves his 

nest behind...  
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Treeank is a 14 yr. old 9th grader who lives in Sugar Land, Texas. He will be installing eight 

bluebird nest boxes with predator baffles at Seabourne Creek Nature Park.  He will also 

compose and install an interpretive signboard for park visitors (which is why he contacted 

me.)  

Penny and Fritz Brandau,  of the Black River Audubon Society in  Amherst, Ohio, had 

contacted me back in late October 2013 regarding the extra Blue Bird flour sacks I had offered 

to anyone on our NABS and SCBS websites.  Penny, (who attended the 36th Annual NABS 

Conference here in Aiken, SC with her husband Fritz) thought the flour sacks would make nice 

“thank you” gifts for their bluebird trail monitors back in Ohio.  She bought up all the flour 

sacks I had, and shared photos of the groups’ monitors 

enjoying their “gifts”  Truly a “pay it forward ” moment! 

Fritz and Penny Brandau outside of 

the Aiken Center for the Arts at the 

36th Annual NABS Conference  

   By Terry McGrath  

The famous 

flour sacks!  
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PASS IT ON!  

As of press time, we have 6 Eastern Screech Owls 

and 97 Wood Ducks fledged.   

Birds & Butterflies has added a field trip to their ó2014 Nature Seriesô schedule. 

   Saturday, July 19th - Allendale Kite Fields  

Join us as Peter Stangel, with the U.S. Endowment for Forestry and Communities, leads us on a 1/2 day 

field trip looking for Swallow-tailed and Mississippi Kites near Allendale, SC.  Each summer after nesting, 

both species congregate at traditional sites where they feed and build up fat reserves before beginning 

the fall migration to their wintering grounds in Central and South America.  If we are fortunate, we will 

have the opportunity to several to a dozen or more of each species at fairly close range as they feed on 

dragonflies and other insects.  Kites are amazingly acrobatic as they swoop and dive after flying insects 

and can put on quite a show.  There should be great photographic opportunities.  We will meet at the 

Burger King on Whiskey Road in Aiken at 8:30 am and carpool down to Allendale, about a one-hour 

drive.  We will make a quick pit-stop at Hardee’s and then drive to several locations where the kites can 

be seen.  We will be watching from the sides of country roads, with very little walking involved.  It will 

be hot and sunny.  We will plan to return to Aiken by early afternoon.  Limited to 15 people.  Call Birds 

& Butterflies at 803-649-7999 to reserve a spot.  Reservation fee is 

$5.00. 

Photo courtesy of Constance Miller  

Mississippi Kite eating a bug!  

...and speaking of owls, I hope you all had a 

chance to check out ñMrs. Woodsieò on our SCBS 

Facebook page.  She is a Rufous color Eastern 

Screech Owl who graced Jim and Sharon Burkeôs 

back yard nest box with two precious owlets on 

Mothersô Day!  Can we all say ñAwwwww?ò 

Swallow-tailed Kite photo courtesy of 

The Cornell Lab of Ornithology  
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This juvenile Red -shouldered 

Hawk is asking ñWho are you 

and why am I in this box?ò 

Photo by Terry McGrath  of 

Aiken, SC.  

Florence County, SC resi-

dent Ronnie Hucks has 

some talented bluebirds 

at his house! An escapee 

from the circus, perhaps?  

Ron Brenneman ñdrillsò Terry 

McGrath on the fine art of nest boxes!  

Photo by Sara Wampole  

“You put a coin in the top, and meal 

worms come out the bottom, see?” 

says the bluebird fledgling on Jim 

and Sharon Burkeôs porch in Aiken, 

SC.  ñOhhh, what’s a coin?” asks his 

brothers. 
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South Carolinaôs Coastal Barn Owls 

By Mary - Catherine Martin, Wildlife Biologist, South Carolina Department of Natural Resources and 

SCBS Member  
 

       The barn owl (Tyto alba ) is a widely distributed species occurring on every 
continent except for Antarctica. In South Carolina the barn owl can be found 

throughout the state, however, its presence is often missed because of its highly 
secretive and nocturnal behavior.  Barn owls favor open grasslands for foraging 

and nest in cavities whether in a tree hollow, a barn, or a nest box. Nesting oc-
curs anytime of the year but especially in March to May in South Carolina. Typi-

cally, four eggs are laid which hatch in about 30-35 days, and young usually 
fledge in another 50-60 days. 

 
 

      In the South Carolina Comprehensive Wildlife Conservation Strategy the barn 
owl is listed as a species in need of “high priority” management meaning that it 

is at increased risk of decline due to loss of habitat and unknown population sta-
tus. One of the easiest management strategies for barn owls is placement of nest 

boxes in suitable foraging habitat. Historically, South Carolina’s coastal marshes 
and old rice field impoundments were known to support a barn owl population.  

Of 6 barn owl pellet surveys done in South Carolina, 5 were from coastal counties. One of the first surveys 
was reported from pellets acquired from the Horsehead Creek Tower near McClellanville. 

Construction of the observation tower started in October of 1936 by Cape Romain Refuge 
(Cape Romain National Wildlife Refuge) staff. The tower was built in the spartina marsh 

about 4 miles east of McClellanville. Before completion of the tower, emergency work in 
another part of the Refuge required attention. When the staff returned to complete the 

tower in early November, much to their surprise a barn owl was found to be nesting on 
the floor!   

In the mid-1990s, South Carolina Department of  
Natural Resources staff began placing barn owl 

nest boxes on dikes of old rice field impoundments 
in coastal Charleston and Georgetown Counties. By 

2013, 29 nest boxes were placed at Yawkey, Santee Delta, Santee Coastal Reserve, and 

Cape Romain National Wildlife Refuge. In the past year, 76% of the nest boxes were being 
used by barn owls.  In 2010 nest boxes were placManagement Area in the ACE Basin. The 

Bear Island nest boxes (7) were placed on or near old rice field impoundment dikes. The 
Donnelly nest boxes (3) were placed at edges of agriculture fields.  By 2014 all the Bear Island nest boxes 

were occupied by barn owls, but none of the Donnelly nest boxes were used.  Since the habitat in both plac-
es supports rodents, we questioned if perhaps a particular species was not present. One common prey item 

found in all the coastal nest boxes is the meadow vole (Pennsylvanicus microtus ) which inhabits marshes. 
Barn owls are known to specialize in hunting certain prey. The sharp hearing of a barn owl enables it to find 

the exact location of a rodent in complete darkness, and barn owls remember the vocalizations of a particu-
lar species.  Once we have enough pellets from the Bear Island nest boxes, the diet of the barn owls can be 

determined, and maybe we can begin to answer the question of why two areas less than 10 miles apart at-
tract barn owls differently. 

 
Today a vibrant population of barn owls lives in the South Carolina Low Country. Nest boxes placed on the 

dikes of old rice field impoundments serve for nesting and roosting. May these beautiful and mysterious owls 
always continue to fly silently over the marshes. 

 

Down covered barn owl chick.  

A prefabricated nest box designed 

especially for barn owls.  

Cedar nest box mounted to an observation 

tower at Santee Coastal Reserve  
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      Stranger Than Fiction  

By Pat and John Dangler  

 

Back in the cold of early February, 2014 we noticed a lot of 
"house" shopping by our bluebirds.  We thought that was strange, 
but even stranger was when they started building a nest!  Then during the next to last week of 

February, just after our major ice storm, it looked as if she may be laying eggs!  We still were 
having freezing weather!  It was so cold that we did not want to open the box, so we waited for 

a warmer day within the next week to check, and sure enough we had 4 eggs!  We thought 

they were doomed. 

 She would incubate them some, but then would disappear and come back a day or so lat-

er.  This went on while we still were having cold weather throughout the month of March.  After 
about 5 weeks, John talked to Ron Brenneman (owner of Birds and Butterflies in Aiken) about 

it, and he suggested it may be time to clean out the nest so that they could start a new 

one.  He was as surprised as we were that she laid the eggs so early. 

 Well, John no more talked to Ron than the temperature started getting warmer and we had a 

couple of weeks of warm weather.  She started incubating the eggs full time and she and Dad 
started chasing away the squirrels again.  We decided that maybe Mom knew more than we 

did, so we decided to give it a couple of more weeks, and if nothing happened we would clean 

out the nest so that they could start over. 

 Guess what???  Saturday morning, April 5, it looked like they were house cleaning, and we 

thought we may have babies!  We waited one more day then checked, and we had 3 little birds! 
What a pleasant surprise!  And boy have we learned some new things!  By our estimate, those 

eggs were in that nest about 6 or 7 weeks.  We checked the nest again on April 15 and we had 
3 blue babies of good size.  We didn't check it after that, because we were afraid they would 

get a little excited and fall out.   

 On Tuesday, April 22, Mom and Dad ate the meal worms from our bluebird feeder, but rather 
than go to the box to feed the babies, they went off toward the higher trees.  We assumed the 

babies had flown, but later in the day Mom and Dad came back and kept checking the nest, and 
continued to run off other birds.  This continued through the morning of April 24.  That after-

noon, they were not around, and other little birds were hanging out and even going into the 

box, so we decided to check it.  The babies were gone. 

 We cleaned out the nest, and discovered 2 eggs that must have been under the babies.  Since 

we know we saw only 4 eggs when we looked at the end of February, and we know we had 3 
babies, she must have laid another egg at some time!  Then, within 2 days of our cleaning out 

the nest (around April 25-26), she was back building a new one! 

On May 8 we checked again and had 4 new eggs in the new nest.  By May 22, we had 4 new 

baby bluebirds! 

 Needless to say, this has been an amazing process, and we don't know just who has worried 
the most...the parents or us!!  I'm sure we have been the most confused!!  It will be interesting 

to see if they have still another brood, or if this will be enough for this year! 

 
Editors note: Pat and Jon live in Woodside Plantation and 

plan to become SCBS members...  

Photo by Jason Weathers 
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        Like us on Facebook!  For answers to your questions and membership information  to 

the South Carolina Bluebird Society and the North American Bluebird Society go to: 

 

 

            http://www.southcarolinabluebirds.org  

 

        https://www.facebook.com/groups/SouthCarolinaBluebirdSociety  

 
 

 

 

South Carolina Bluebird Society  

P.O. Box 5151  

Aiken, SC 29803 - 5151  

 

     TO:  


