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Each bird 

must sing with his 

own throat.  

Henrik Ibsen  

             Pay It Forward in the Woods  

Pictured left to right: Bill Calhoun, Al Love, Linda Burgess, Ron 

Brenneman and Paul Silva celebrate the 50th nest box installation  

Friday, December 12, 2014 found 16 SCBS members along 

with Bennett Tucker, Woods Superintendent and  Eric 

Grande, Woods Technician of Hitchcock Woods, assembled 

for the addition of 50 nest boxes we recently received from 

a generous donation.  Under cloudless blue skies, the 

group ñtruck-pooledò to the previously marked trail and set 

to work in what can only be described as a labor of love.  

One thing we all agreed on after finishing the trail was 

there is going to be a whole lot more ñblueò in the Woods 

come spring!  More photos on page 6 & 7...  

                                                       By: Terry McGrath                       
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 /ÆУÉÃÅÒÓ 

0ÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔ 

   *ÉÍ "ÕÒËÅȾÊÉÍÂÕÒËÅςχρͽÇÍÁÉÌȢÃÏÍ 

6ÉÃÅ 0ÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔ 

   -ÁÇÇÉ (Ï×ÁÒÄȾÍÈÏ×ÁÒÄͽÇÏÌПÌÁÄÙȢÕÓ 

3ÅÃÒÅÔÁÒÙ 

   -ÁÒÙ 3ÃÈÕÌÔÚȾÓÈÕÌÔÚÉÍͽÇÍÁÉÌȢÃÏÍ 

4ÒÅÁÓÕÒÅÒ 

   4ÉÍ "ÅÎÄÌÅȾÔÉÍȢÂÅÎÄÌÅͽÇÍÁÉÌȢÃÏÍ 

$ÉÒÅÃÔÏÒÓ 

   3ÔÅÖÅ "ÁËÅÒȾÓÊÂÁËÅÒφρτͽÁÏÌȢÃÏÍ 

   -ÉËÅ $Å"ÒÕÈÌȾÃÍÄÅÂÒÕÈÌͽÁÔÌÁÎÔÉÃÂÂȢÎÅÔ 

    'ÌÅÎ (ÅÎÄÒÙȾÇ×ÈÅÎÄÒÙͽÈÏÔÍÁÉÌȢÃÏÍ 

   $ÅÂÂÉÅ 2ÅÅÄȾÒÅÅÄÄÅÂÂÉÅͽÂÆÕÓÁȢÃÏÍ 

"ÌÕÅÂÉÒÄ 4ÒÁÉÌ #ÏÍÍÉÔÔÅÅ 

   2ÏÎ "ÒÅÎÎÅÍÁÎȾÂÉÒÄÂПÌÉÅÓͽÁÏÌȢÃÏÍ 

   2ÏÇÅÒ "ÒÏÃËȾÒ×ÂÒÏÃËͽÍÁÃȢÃÏÍ 

   'ÌÅÎ Ǫ 'ÁÉÌ (ÅÎÄÒÙȾÇ×ÈÅÎÄÒÙͽÈÏÔÍÁÉÌȢÃÏÍ 

-ÅÍÂÅÒÓÈÉÐ 

   3ÈÁÒÏÎ "ÕÒËÅȾÓÈÁÒÏÎÂÕÒËÅςχρͽÇÍÁÉÌȢÃÏÍ 

   7ÅÂÓÉÔÅ 

   ×××ȢÓÏÕÔÈÃÁÒÏÌÉÎÁÂÌÕÅÂÉÒÄÓȢÏÒÇ 

7ÅÂÍÁÓÔÅÒ 

   +ÁÒÅÎ 2ÁÉÎÅȾÃÁÖÅÇÕÒÕͽÙÁÈÏÏȢÃÏÍ 

&ÁÃÅÂÏÏË 0ÁÇÅ %ÄÉÔÏÒ 

   .ÁÎÃÙ -ÏÓÅÌÅÙȾÆÍÏÓÅÌÅÙͽÂÅÌÌÓÏÕÔÈȢȢÎÅÔ 

3#"3 .Å×ÓÌÅÔÔÅÒ %ÄÉÔÏÒ 

  4ÅÒÒÙ -Ã'ÒÁÔÈȾÍÃÇÒÁÔÈÊÔÌͽÁÔÌÁÎÔÉÃÂÂȢÎÅÔ 

 

If you know of a group, club or other organiza-

tion that would like to learn more about bluebirds 

and/or to set up a trail, email Jim Burke, SCBS 

President.  

From The Presidenté 

 
Jim Burke  

SCBS DIRECTORY   

Fellow Bluebirders,  

2014  was an exceptional year for SCBS. Please 
see Pages 10 &11 for a summary of our major 
activities. None of this would have been possible 

if not for the time, talent and treasure of our 
wonderful members. The article beginning on 

Page 1 about the 16 members who installed 50 
nestboxes in Hitchcock Woods is a good example 

of the dedication of our members. A special 
thanks goes to Ron and Dori Brenneman who 
give us space in the warehouse section at Birds 

& Butterflies to assemble and repair nestbox sys-
tems. Members who have recently spent many 

hours there preparing and repairing nestboxes 
include Tim Bendle, Ron Brenneman, Linda Bur-
gess, Mike DeBruhl, Glen & Gail Hendry, Ann 

LeMay, Terry McGrath, Carol Tucker, Sandy Tuck-
er and Sara Wampole. Roger Brock spends many 

hours every year purchasing supplies and pre-
paring the trail buckets for the new nesting sea-
son. Last, but certainly not least, is Terry (T -

Bird) McGrath. She is our ñEnergizer Birdò: from 
monitoring one of our most challenging trails at 

Equine Rescue of Aiken, to working in the ware-
house, to transporting injured birds to rehab, to 
making bluebird presentations, to teaching her 

grandson Kyler how to be a good bluebirder and 
to preparing this excellent newsletter, she is 

everywhere!  SCBS members work hard in the 
conservation of wildlife and have fun doing it. 
2015 promises to be an exciting year for SCBS. 

We will have 64 trails consisting of 698 nestbox-
es. Get your family, friends and neighbors in-

volved. Finally, mark your calendars for October 
3 rd , the date for the 5 th  Anniversary Celebration 
of SCBS. We are planning a full day conference 

with some very interesting guest speakers.  
 

Happy Bluebirding,  
 
Jim Burke  
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PUT A PIN IN IT!  

By Terry McGrath  

 
Whether a hatchling, nestling, 

fledgling, or egg ðweôre happy you all are in our nest! 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO EVERYONE WHO HATCHED  in 

November, December and January!  

Terryôs Tips   

 

 

 

Deadlines for submissions to The Nest Box News  are: January 15th, 

April 15th, July 15th, October 15th Send your ideas, pictures, comments or articles 

to:  mcgrathjtl@atlanticbb.net  

 

¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ŜƳŀƛƭ ȅƻǳǊ ƎǳŜǎǎŜǎ ǘƻ Υ   

¢ŜǊǊȅ aŎDǊŀǘƘ ŀǘ 

ƳŎƎǊŀǘƘƧǘƭϪŀǘƭŀƴǝŎŎōōΦƴŜǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 

ǿƛƴƴŜǊ ǿƛƭƭ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǇǊƛȊŜΦ  tƭŜŀǎŜ 

ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ȅƻǳǊ ƳŀƛƭƛƴƎ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎΣ ŀƴŘ 

ƎƻƻŘ ƭǳŎƪΗ  ¸ƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ ǿƛƴ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ 

ƎǳŜǎǎΗ  όLƴ ŎŀǎŜ ƻŦ ƳǳƭǝǇƭŜ ƎǳŜǎǎŜǎΣ 

ǘƘŜ ƎǳŜǎǎ  L ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƭƛŜǎǘ 

ǇƻǎǘŜŘ ǝƳŜ ǿƛƭƭ ǿƛƴύΦ 

Show your pride with an SCBS ball 

cap!  

Donna Lee Houle of Gaffney, SC  was the winner 

AGAIN of the Find Eggbert  contest last issue.  He was 

hanging out in the letter ñOò  in the word South on 

page 12.  Congratulations, Donna Lee!  

Donna Lee, our resident author, came up 

with this little dittyé 

ñEggbert is hiding!  Didnôt you know? Heôs in 

this issue somewhere ...soé 

Youôd better start looking because thereôs a 

prize  

For finding our Eggbert...itôs a cap in your 

size!ò 

Editors Note...  

SCBS now offers Lifetime Member-

ships .  If youôd like to join Tim & 

Mary Bendle , Glen & Gail Hendry, 

Bob & Barb OôNeill and Bill & Sandy 

Tucker email Sharon Burke, Mem-

bership Director.  

Iôm loving Cornell Universityôs newsletter: The Dirt: News from Yard 

Map.  Go to : <cornellbirds=cornell.edu@mail221.atl61.mcsv.net>  

This is Eggbert  

Clip and save the pantry list for birds on page 14. A handy guide for 

foodstuffs our feathered friends will be sure to enjoy!   
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Member Meetings *   7:00 pm  

January 26, 2015  

February 23, 2015  

March 23, 2015  

April 27, 2015  

May - June 2015 (date to be determined)

SCBS Picnic  

September 21, 2015  

October 3, 2015 SCBS 5th Anniversary 

Celebration  

November 16, 2015  

Board Meetings *      6:30 pm  

February 9, 2015  

May 11, 2015  

August 10,2015  

November 9, 2015  

Upcoming  Bluebird Presentations & Displays 

for Outside Organizations  

January 26, 2 - 4p.m. The Garden Club, 

Calhoun Falls, SC  

March 7, Wild Birds Unltd. Mt. Pleasant, 

SC 

April 18, 9 - 3p.m. Aiken Earth Day, New-

berry Street, Aiken, SC  

April 23 - 26, Sacred Heart Garden Festi-

val, Augusta, GA  

May 15 - 16, 10am - 3pm, Aiken Garden 

Show  

*at Birds & Butterflies  

 

 

 

            Birds & Butterflies  

           2015 Nature Series  

Sat., January 31 Phinizy Swamp Nature 

Park field trip (NEW)  

Tues., February 3 How to Attract & Enjoy 

Eastern Bluebirds & Other Cavity Nesters  

Sat., February 21  Build A Bluebird Nest Box 

(NEW)  

Mon., February 23 Owl Prowl at Silver Bluff 

field trip  

Tues., March 10 Barn Owls in SC (NEW)  

Sat., March 14 Field Trip to Heggieôs Rock 

(NEW)  

Tues., April 7 Ecology & Conservation of 

the Gopher Tortoise in SC (NEW)  

Sat., April 11 Bird Walk in Hitchcock Woods 

(NEW)  

 

More info and a complete Nature Series 

schedule is available at Birds & Butterflies 

or by visiting their website   

www.birdsandbutterfliesaiken.com  
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                            Snags: Alive ñDeadò Trees 

                                      By: Terry McGrath  

In a forest ecosystem, a ñsnagò is defined as a standing dead or dying tree.  The life 

of the snag depends on the weather conditions of the area and the tree itself.  Here 

in the South, many pine tree snags will only last up to eight years.  A hardwood snag 

such as an oak, cypress or cedar can survive well past one hundred years!   

Even in death, the snag continues to provide for the living.  As the top of the tree de-

cays and breaks, the fallen wood creates a debris field underneath.  This debris can 

be home to burrowing animals and snakes, providing shade and safety in the food 

chain.  The branches become perches for raptors and the trunk nesting space for 

squirrels, raccoons, woodpeckers, owls and many other cavity nesting birds includ-

ing bluebirds!  The dead trunk is a bountiful buffet of insects for woodpeckers and 

other insect - eating birds.  

There are many reasons for a treesô death; weather, disease, normal ageing or envi-

ronmental factors.  However, if we treat snags with as much reverence as a ñlivingò 

tree, itsô demise will not be in vain. 

 

 

ñA dead tree is 

more alive than a 

live treeòé 

Jerry Franklin  

Forest Ecologist  
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Better than a movie matinee, a cast of seventeen from the SCBS Trail Play-

ers recently gathered to perform the off, off Broadway play I will call 50 

Shades of Nest Boxes.  Directed by Jim Burke, the setting is a crisp morn-

ing in Hitchcock Woods where the players gathered to ñactò on a generous 

donation and install fifty nest boxes, complete with poles and baffles, 

along a stretch of the Woods.  No part was too big or small for this dedi-

cated group - the players performed their roles of auger operators, sand 

tampers, pine straw rakers, cinematographer, and pole/baffle installers ð

all to a flying ovation after 5.4 miles walked , 4.5 hours worked and count-

less  bluebirds and other cavity nesters helped!  Iôll let you check out the 

following playbills...itôs my opinion EVERYONE deserves an Oscar!  

 

 

 

4ÈÅ #ÁÓÔ 
Ron Brenneman, Linda 

Burgess, Jim Burke, Bill 

Calhoun, Cookie Caruso, 

Mike DeBruhl, Eric 

Grande, Gail Hendry, 

Glen Hendry, Mary -

Catherine Martin, Dick 

McCormick, Terry 

McGrath, Paul Silva, 

Selina Spilman, Bennett 

Tucker, Carol Tucker, 

Kirk Tucker  
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SCBS Trail Players continue...  


