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PRESIDENT’S PERSPECTIVE... MIKE DeBRUHL

Our 2017 season continues to be an unusual one! We have experienced a
warmer than usual Winter, then a cold snap that claimed some early eggs. Now the heat, and reports of several abandoned nests, Sparrow attacks/kills and the occasional “Mystery Predator”.
However, in spite of all that…we are on track for a record season, with several clutches of white
eggs (three broods in one box), two nest boxes with EIGHT (8) BB Eggs in each, the addition of statistics from trails in Sun City (Hilton Head), and as of July 8 we had a grand total of 2,239 fledged - which included 1,745 BB, 160 Wood Ducks and 209 Chickadees!! Not bad for such an unconventional beginning, eh?
This activity continues to reflect the dedication and reporting of our wonderful Trail Monitors. We
say THANK YOU and keep up the great work!
The City of Aiken has a different “Character Banner” displayed throughout town each month reflecting character traits of citizens. I am struck by how several of these also describe the character
displayed by our Bluebird friends. How about these: Courage, Locality, Discipline, Bravery, Caring
and Industriousness. I believe we observe these every time we walk a trail or monitor a nest box.
We can learn a great deal from these beautiful creatures.
Just a reminder that our next meetings with be on September 25th, October 23rd and November
13th. We will convene at Birds & Butterflies on Laurens Street at 7 PM. Enjoy the remainder of
summer, keep those feeders and bird baths filled, and enjoy our feathered friends .

See you on the Trails……
Mike

Joseph Smith snapped three out of

Anatomy of a Great-Crested Flycatcher

four Great-Crested Flycatchers

box—the snakeskin!

ready to fledge!
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PLANNED PRESENTATIONS – 2017

Member Meetings * 7:00 pm
June / July / August -SUMMER
BREAK— No Meetings
September 25, 2017
October 23, 2017
November 13, 2017
December 2017– No Meeting
MERRY CHRISTMAS



Cypress Gardens GC, Cypress Gardens, SC



Sun City, Hilton Head



Summers Corner



Palmetto Hall Plantation, Hilton Head



Celadon Development, Beaufort, SC



Garden Arts Club, Augusta

* Dates are being finalized at press time

Board of Directors Meetings*5:00pm
August 14, 2017
November 14, 2017
* all meetings at Birds & Butterflies

SCBS DIRECTORY
Director Emeritus: Jim Burke

Membership

President: Mike DeBruhl/cmdebruhl@atlanticbb.net

Mary Shultz/shultzim@att.net

Vice President: Maggi Howard/mhoward@golflady.us

Website

Secretary: Debbie Reed/reeddebbie@bfusa.com

www.southcarolinabluebirds.org

Treasurer: Tim Bendle/tim.bendle@gmail.com

Webmaster

Directors : Steve Baker/sjbaker614@aol.com

Karen Raine/caveguru@yahoo.com

Mike DeBruhl/cmdebruhl@atlanticbb.net

Facebook Page Editor

Terry McGrath/mcgrathjtl@atlanticbb.net

Nancy Moseley/fmoseley@bellsouth..net

Kitty Yundt/kitty.yundt@outlook.com
Bluebird Trail Committee : Ron Brenneman/birdbflies@aol.com
Roger Brock/rwbrock@mac.com

SCBS Newsletter Editor
Terry McGrath/mcgrathjtl@atlanticbb.net

Glen Hendry/gwhendry@hotmail.com

3

Insider News...
By: Terry McGrath

Celebrating the success of the relocation

Deadlines for submissions to The Nest
Box News are: January 15th, April 15th,

of the endangered Red Cockaded Wood-

July 15th, October 15th Send your ideas,
pictures, comments or articles to:

peckers into Hitchcock Woods...a hat is
now available at Birds & Butterflies.

mcgrathjtl@atlanticbb.net

Cost is $18.00 (if you're a Friend of the
Woods), and $20.00 if not.

A Neat Way to Donate
to SCBS
When shopping at Amazon.com, you can
now list the SCBS as a charitable beneficiary
by choosing their Amazon Smiles program.
When you shop, designate SCBS as one of
the non-profits you support and Amazon will
donate 0.5% of the price of your eligible
purchases to SCBS! That’s one penny for
every $2.00 spent! Hey, it all adds up!!

A little birdy told me...

Your unique charity link
This link will take people directly to
smile.amazon.com in support of your organization
so they won’t have to search for your charity among
almost a million other organizations. Use this link in
all your AmazonSmile marketing promotions. It’s the
easiest way for customers to find and support your
charity.

If you know of any group who
would like a presentation, you
can contact Mike DeBruhl at:
cmdebruhl@atlanticbb.net

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/45-2984342

SCBS now offers Lifetime Memberships. If you’d
like to subscribe, email Mary Shultz, Membership
Director for info at:
shultzim@att.net

For information on joining NABS, see http://nabluebirdsociety.org/. For information on joining the SCBS and other great information, see:
http://www.southcarolinabluebirds.org
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God and Grass
Thought you gardeners might enjoy this conversation between God and St. Francis.
GOD:
Frank, you know all about gardens and nature. What in the world is going
on down there on the planet? What happened to the dandelions, violets,
milkweeds and stuff I started eons ago? I had a perfect
no-maintenance garden plan. Those plants grow in any type of soil,
withstand drought and multiply with abandon. The nectar from the
long-lasting blossoms attracts butterflies, honey bees and flocks of
songbirds. I expected to see a vast garden of colors by now. But, all I
see are these green rectangles.
St. FRANCIS:
It's the tribes that settled there, Lord. The Suburbanites. They started
calling your flowers 'weeds' and went to great lengths to kill them and
replace them with grass.
GOD:
Grass? But, it's so boring. It's not colorful. It doesn't attract
butterflies, birds and bees; only grubs and sod worms. It's sensitive to
temperatures. Do these Suburbanites really want all that grass growing
there?
ST. FRANCIS:
Apparently so, Lord. They go to great pains to grow it and keep it
green. They begin each spring by fertilizing grass and poisoning any
other plant that crops up in the lawn.
GOD:
The spring rains and warm weather probably make grass grow really fast.
That must make the Suburbanites happy.
ST. FRANCIS:
Apparently not, Lord. As soon as it grows a little, they cut
it - sometimes twice a week.
GOD:
They cut it? Do they then bale it like hay?
ST. FRANCIS:
Not exactly, Lord. Most of them rake it up and put it in bags.
GOD:
They bag it? Why? Is it a cash crop? Do they sell it?
ST. FRANCIS:
No, Sir, just the opposite. They pay to throw it away.
GOD:
Now, let me get this straight. They fertilize grass so it will grow.
And, when it does grow, they cut it off and pay to throw it away?
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ST. FRANCIS:
Yes, Sir
GOD:
These Suburbanites must be relieved in the summer when we cut back on
the rain and turn up the heat. That surely slows the growth and saves
them a lot of work.
ST. FRANCIS:
You aren't going to believe this, Lord. When the grass stops growing so
fast, they drag out hoses and pay more money to water it, so they can
continue to mow it and pay to get rid of it.
GOD:
What nonsense! At least they kept some of the trees. That was a sheer
stroke of genius, if I do say so myself. The trees grow leaves in the
spring to provide beauty and shade in the summer. In the autumn, they
fall to the ground and form a natural blanket to keep moisture in the
soil and protect the trees and bushes. It's a natural cycle of life.
ST. FRANCIS:
You better sit down, Lord. The Suburbanites have drawn a new circle. As
soon as the leaves fall, they rake them into great piles and pay to have
them hauled away.
GOD:
No! What do they do to protect the shrub and tree roots in the winter
to keep the soil moist and loose?
ST. FRANCIS:
After throwing away the leaves, they go out and buy something which they
call mulch. They haul it home and spread it around in place of the leaves.
GOD:
And where do they get this mulch?
ST. FRANCIS:
They cut down trees and grind them up to make the mulch.
GOD:
Enough! I don't want to think about this anymore St. Catherine, you're
in charge of the arts. What movie have you scheduled for us tonight?
ST. CATHERINE:
'Dumb and Dumber', Lord. It's a story about...
GOD:
Never mind, I think I just heard the whole story from St. Francis.
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Birds & Butterflies of Aiken - 2017 Nature Series Schedule

“The purpose of Birds & Butterflies seminars and field trips are to foster the love and appreciation of the natural
things God has created for our enjoyment.”
Continued...

Saturday, July 22

Field Trip to the Allendale Kite Fields

Join us as Peter Stangel, with the U.S. Endowment for Forestry and Communities, leads us
on a 1/2 day field trip looking for Swallow-tailed and Mississippi Kites near Allendale, SC. If
we are lucky, we will have the opportunity to see several to dozens or more of each species
at fairly close range as they feed on dragonflies and other insects. Limited to 15 people.
This trip fills up quickly so make reservations as soon as possible. Trip details available at
Birds & Butterflies.
Tuesday, Aug. 8 (NEW)

Basic Native Plant Identification

If you have ever been walking in the woods, you might have seen a new plant that you couldn’t identify. What do you do? Should you call your friend that knows everything, head to Google or call it the
really pretty yellow flower that grows near the huge oak tree. All of these work as a way to identify
plants, but I will demonstrate some of the basic techniques used by botanists to determine the genus
and species of a plant and the common name. Presented by Dr. Harry Shealy, Distinguished Professor
Emeritus of Biology at USCA

Tuesday, Sept. 12 (NEW)

A Geologist Visits Turkey

The nation of Turkey is unique for the depth and breadth of its history, but is also a superlative place from a
geological standpoint. Dr. Walt Kubilius, a geologist at SRS, visited Turkey in 2012, and will share his geological, historical and cultural impressions of this fascinating place

Saturday, Sept. 30

Boyd Pond County Park Fall Migrants Field Trip

More than 100 bird species have been reported at this Aiken County Park that includes a large pond, a
boardwalk across a woodland swamp, and forests that are good for warbler, finches, and many other
fall migrants. Peter Stangel with the U.S. Endowment for Forestry and Communities will lead us as we
hike about 3 miles over easy terrain and spend some quiet time on the boardwalk just watching as the
birds go by. The trip will last 2-3 hours. Meet at 8:00AM at Boyd Pond Park. Directions available at Birds
& Butterflies. Limited to 15 people.

Saturday, Oct. 7

Hitchcock Woods Field Trip

Dr. Harry Shealy, former Chairman of the Board of Directors of Hitchcock Woods Foundation and Distinguished Professor Emeritus of Biology at USCA and Dr. Walt Kubilius, Environmental Geologist at Savannah River Nuclear Solutions, will lead a tour of Hitchcock Woods. Learn about the history and geology of
Hitchcock Woods and become familiar with this Aiken gem.
Great for those new to the Aiken area and those who have lived here for a while. Meet at the Tea Cottage
Gate off of Dibble Road at 9:00AM. Wear comfortable walking clothes. Relatively easy
walking. Limited to 25 participants. Rain date Saturday, October 15.
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2017 Nature Series Schedule, continued...

Tuesday, Oct. 10 (NEW)

Salamanders of Aiken County

Dr. Whit Gibbons, Professor Emeritus, Univ. of Georgia’s SREL will bring live specimens of salamanders native to Aiken County. Participants will receive tips on how to find and identify them
as well as learn about the ecology and behavior of this intriguing hidden biodiversity.

Hummers love the sprinklers and
a nice branch to rest on...

Space is limited, so reservations are required by calling 649-7999.
There is a $5.00 non-refundable charge for each seminar or field trip when the reservation is made.
Children 16 and under are free.
Seminars begin at 7:00PM at Birds & Butterflies, 117 Laurens St. NW in downtown Aiken
unless otherwise noted. Most seminars last 45-60 minutes.
If a particular seminar is full, additional sessions may be scheduled.
Unless otherwise noted, seminars are presented by Ron Brenneman, Certified Wildlife Biologist and
owner of Birds & Butterflies.
Shop discounts & special door prizes and refreshments at each seminar at Birds & Butterflies.
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A MEMBER ASKS...SOMETIMES THE BLUEBIRDS AT MY
FEEDER SEEM TO BE LISTENING TO ME...

Photo by: Nancy Moseley

When bluebirds turn or cock their heads, it is probably
to enable them to increase their field of vision (not for
hearing), since their eyes are located on the sides of
their heads. (Tekiela)*

*sialis.org
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It starts with a look...
Ronnie Hucks– She approves!

Nancy Moseley-Her juvie practices for
her first love!

And then come the eggs!
Bob Smith-Watch your
step! Whip-poor-will
Gray morph

eggs!

screech owl at
Stableview

Linda Burgess has a tufted
Titmouse on her trail that
thinks it’s a Flycatcher!
This is the second year
she’s put a piece of snakeskin in her nest!
Lucia VillavicencioRios is so proud of
her Titmouse nest!
Blue as the sky are Don
Crutchfields’ eggs!
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They nest in weird places...

In newspaper holders
as witnessed by Shelly
Palomaki...

...AND Tiffini Dan-Lee!

Terry McGrath says look closely; four titmouse
eggs in this hollow fence post!

Vicki Parsons Nuthatch...using a
Woodpecker’s cavity like Nature
intended!

Joseph Smith-for his Great-Crested Flycatcher, it’s not the
Nancy Moseley’s brother-in-law

box, it’s the location!

best keep the porch light off-for
now!
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We protect them...

As does Laura Riga!

Alisa Whitt shows her bluebirds some love!

And they reward us!

Terry McGrath

Monika Meek

Kaye Thomas-gatch

Lauren Riga

Joseph Smith
Ron Brenneman
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We feed them...LOTS!

Barbara Ray Spence

Nancy Moseley

Elizabeth Ann Bradley

Ronnie Hucks
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Marcie McGehee Daniels

So they can feed their families...

Shelly Palomaki

Nancy Moseley

Julia Schull Sitler
Barbara Ray Spence
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Sometimes they come back for a visit...

Barbara Zuccarelli Harrison

Shelly Palomaki

...and bring their friends!

Nancy Moseley

Shelly Palomaki
Barbara Ray
Spence

Selina Spillman
Debbie B. Fernandez
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We walked on the wild side, and while not liking the results, we know
this is a bigger part of the circle of life...

Selina Spillman
Glen Hendry

Snake eating snake!

Terry McGrath
Russ Schwalbert
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More wildlife...

Yes, this is a bobcat!

Terry McGrath

Rocket Raccoon, walks almost
upright at Tom Bradner’s
place!
Selina Spillman spies some
wild Turkeys! This one is
showing off!

The Hawk Moth is easily confused
with a hummingbird, but not by
Tom Bradner

Shelly Palomaki finds a Red Shouldered
Hawk

17

The Top 10 Highest Flying Birds in the World!
#10 The Andean Condor flies lowest at 15,000 feet!
#9

The White Stork climbs slightly higher at 16,000 feet.

#8

The Bar-tailed Godwit soars by at 20,000 feet.

#7

The Mallard reaches 21,000 feet.

#6

The Bearded Vulture posts an impressive 24,000 feet.

#5

The Alpine Chough soars at 26,500 feet.

#4

The Whooper Swan edges by with 27,000 feet.

#3

The Bar-headed Goose captures this spot with 29,000 feet.

#2

The Common Crane hits the mark at 33,000 feet.

#1

...and the winner is the Ruppell’s Griffin Vulture at a record 37,000 feet!

10.

9.

8.

5.

6.
7.
3.

3.

2.
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4.

Like us on Facebook! For answers to your questions and membership information to
the South Carolina Bluebird Society and the North American Bluebird Society go to:

http://www.southcarolinabluebirds.org

https://www.facebook.com/groups/SouthCarolinaBluebirdSociety

South Carolina Bluebird Society
P.O. Box 5151
Aiken, SC 29803-5151

TO:
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