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Inside This Issue 

Check out these Top 10 

Amazing Arctic birds...  

Too cold for me, but 

these birds thrive in 

the bitter cold!   

See pg.13 for the list... 

 

 
 

 

Nest  Box News 
Winter 2019 

“Hold fast to 

dreams for if 

dreams die life is a 

broken-winged 

bird that cannot 

fly”~ 

Langston Hughes 

March madness is more than a basketball event...for us here in 

the South Carolina Bluebird Society, it’s the beginning of Bluebird 

madness!!  Those weekly treks to our trails in all sorts of weather~ 

hoping for the perfect season, lots of eggs, every one hatches and 

every one fledges AND they stick around to thank us for the free 

housing and food!  (Kind of like perfect children…)  But we’ll proba-

bly deal with some adversity along the way in the form of non-viable 

eggs, predators, and Mother Nature.  My wish to you all in the New 

Year is... 

Blessings to you and yours 

Love for what you do 

Utter happiness 

Energy to keep going 

Big rewards 

Involvement 

Respect 

Dream big 

Happy New 

Year, y’all 

Photo by: Terry McGrath 
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Welcome to 2019 - - a promising year for SCBS.  And, we know what that means 

….. our 2019 nesting season is right around that proverbial corner !  How can that be since it seems 

like we just wrapped up last season?   Our Trail Committee is now busy preparing for the new season, 

advising us to repair / maintain our trails and nest boxes.  So be sure to clean out and spruce up 

those nest boxes. 

We had another busy and productive year in 2018 filled with significant achievements.   I thank our 

SCBS Board of Directors and committee members for their service and dedication. Without your 

volunteer activities to move us forward, we could not have achieved such results: upgraded our 

website ( southcarolinabluebirds.org ) to include online payments and renewals, established new 

trails, expanded Facebook use, reached / surpassed 200 members, conducted over 25 educational 

and training programs, participated in Earth Day, sponsored successful Kids Build-a-Nest Box events, 

increased Corporate and Lifetime memberships, moved to an annual versus staggered dues renewal, 

and expanded merchandise offerings … just to mention a few.   

We increased our dues for the first time since 2010, from $15 to $20 per year.  This was needed since 

we have grown and added new recurring expenses.  For example, with the closing of Birds & 

Butterflies, we now incur costs for a storage unit and meeting room cost.  This is in addition to 

expenses for trail establishment and repairs, presentation costs, educational printed material, Field 

Guides, website maintenance and hosting cost, data collection and reporting, and guidance and 

training of monitors, etc.  Such expenses support these and more activity across the State.  I am 

confident that you will agree that dues and donations are utilized wisely. In 2019 we must build on our 

success, and continue to add new members, new trails and new trail monitors to help our feathered 

friends. 

In addition, we continue to support the South Carolina Garden Clubs, The Longleaf Pine Association, 

Hitchcock Woods Foundation and the Audubon Society.   All expenditures are kept to a minimum thru 

the dedication and involvement of our member volunteers.  Thanks to everyone.  

Our next meeting will be on January 28 at the Odell Weeks Center at 7 PM.  As the days get longer, 

keep those feeders and bird baths filled, and enjoy our feathered friends. 

See you on the Trails …… Mike 

President’s Perspective… 

                                         By Mike DeBruhl 
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Insider News!  

Deadlines for contributions to 

the Nest Box News are: Jan 15, 

April 15, July 15 and Oct 15 

send your pictures, comments 

or articles to: 

mcgrathjtl@atlanticbb.net 

Use Amazonsmile for your online 

shopping!! When you shop, des-

ignate SCBS as your non-profit 

charity of choice and 

they will donate 0.5% 

of your purchase total 

to SCBS . 

Lifetime Memberships are available.  If 

you’re interested in finding out more, 

contact Mary Shultz at: 

shultzim@att.net.   

For information on joining NABS, see http://nabluebirdsociety.org 

For information on bluebirds and other cavity nesting birds in SC,  

go to http://southcarolinabluebirds.org 

 

     !!! ATTENTION !!! 
  

If the cooler temperatures have you itching to get out 

side or on your trails, it won’t be long now.  Typical 

start dates are the second week in March (wood duck 

boxes the second week of February).  We will be hold-

ing a Trail Monitor refresher course after the 2-25-19 

meeting.  Meanwhile, if you’d like to bring a touch of 

Spring indoors, the SCBS Conservation series has the 

first year Bluebirds and the second year Chickadee 

available for purchase.  The set of 4 stamps ( 4”x6”)is 

available for $20.00 and the prints (Bluebirds 8”x”10), 

Chickadee (9”x11”)  are available for $30.00. 

Thanks for your support! 
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Tales From The Trail...by Robert Brouillet 

 

I do not get to many meetings but these photos of snake scales from the belly of a yet to 

be identified snake was from the 26 box trail (Box #3 ) at Cypress Gardens, Monks Corner, 

SC. 

Probably got hurt getting out of that box! The nest was emptied of 4 eggs that were there 
6 days prior. It is not any evidence of "shedding" but much more resembles "sheering" of 

the belly scales. 

I transferred the nest to Beidler Forest for Matt Johnson, Director of Bird Conservation & 

Engagement and Jennifer McCarthey Tyrell, Bird-Friendly Coordinator to identify...          

  *as of press time, the identity of the snake is unknown and 

the snake is “at-large” 

        *Editor’s note 



5 

 

 

I ran across an opportunity several months ago to sign up for a new “birding” publi-

cation...online and very nicely done.  It is put together by Peter Stangel of the  

 

 

and is full of tips, trips and beautiful photography!  I found this issue to contain a 

really fun download for the following: 

Hummingbirds Plus is excited to offer the acclaimed book, Hummingbirds 101, as a free download. 

This colorful electronic publication can be printed after downloading – or you can keep it and read it as 

an e-pub. Hummingbirds 101 provides a wealth of information, including descriptions of 17 species of 

hummingbirds and loads of information about how to attract hummingbirds, hummingbird foods and 

feeders, hummingbird migration, behaviors, nests, conservation, hummingbird gifts and jewelry, and 

much more. Download your free copy today! 

For more information about Hummingbirds Plus and to download a free copy of the impressive book, 

Hummingbirds 101, refer to http://www.hummingbirdsplus.org/introducing-hummingbirds-101/ 

Go to the birdingwire.com and get your free subscription today! 

http://www.hummingbirdsplus.org/introducing-hummingbirds-101/
http://www.birdingwire.com/releases/5a5dc603-f4c8-4336-b9c2-1f13b9b3543c/
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 Member Meetings*    

7:00 pm at O’Dell Weeks, 

Rm. #3 

January 28, 2019 

February 25, 2019 

March 25, 2019 

April 22, 2019 

May 20, 2019 (week before Me-

morial Day) 

Summer Break 

September 23, 2019 

October 28, 2019 

November 18, 2019 (week before 

Thanksgiving) 

December Merry Christmas 

Board Meetings* 

5:30 pm at The Reserve   

 

 

 

 

  

SAVE THE DATE 

We can always use your 

help, ideas, photos and 

comments... 

PRESENTATIONS 

February  12, 2019 

 May 14, 2019 

August 13, 2019  

November 12, 2019  

 

2019 
Jan 09 - - Columbia Audubon … Columbia 

Jan 19 - - WBU … Surfside Beach  

 Feb 02 - - Kids Build a Nest Box / Booth - - Aiken 

 Feb 06 - - Dogwood GC … Orangeburg  

 Feb 08 - - Savannah Lakes Village Bird Club … McCormick  

 Feb 16 - - Bird Expo Seminar – Wingard’s … Lexington   

 Feb 26 - - BB Seminar – Cold Creek … Aiken   

 Mar 06 - - East Dist. GCSC … Chester  

 Mar 08 - - Retirement Center … Chapin  

 Mar 20 - - Wilson GC … Greenville  

 Mar 26 - - Dogwood GC … Honea Path   

 Apr 04 - - Trenton GC … Trenton  

 Apr 20 - - Earth Day Booth … Aiken 

 Nov 06 - - Sun City Bird Club … Hilton Head  
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SCBS DIRECTORY 

Officers 

Director Emeritus 

 Jim Burke 

President 

Mike DeBruhl/cmdebruhl@atlanticbb.net 

  Secretary 

 Debbie Reed/reeddebbie@bfusa.com 

Treasurer 

  Tim Bendle/tim.bendle@gmail.com 

Directors 

   Steve Baker/sjbaker614@aol.com 

   Ronnie Brenneman/birdbflies@aol.com 

   Mike DeBruhl/cmdebruhl@atlanticbb.net 

   Terry McGrath/mcgrathjtl@atlanticbb.net 

    Jim Sproull/jfsproull@gmail.com 

   Kitty Yundt/yundt@outlook.com 

   Bluebird Trail Committee 

   Ron Brenneman/birdbflies@aol.com 

   Roger Brock/rwbrock@mac.com 

   Glen & Gail Hendry/gwhendry@hotmail.com 

 

   

  Website 

    www.southcarolinabluebirds.org 

    Webmaster 

     www.bluesalamandersolutions.com 

   Facebook Page Editor 

   Nancy Moseley/fmoseley@bellsouth..net 

   SCBS Newsletter Editor 

  Terry McGrath/mcgrathjtl@atlanticbb.net 

  

Membership 

Mary Shultz/shultzim@att.net 
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A new feature in the Nest Box News will be featured articles from the first North American 

Bluebird Society newsletters.  Some information remains the same, some has dramatically 

changed, but the love and dedication the first founders had remains the same—-Enjoy! 

                                                  FROM THE ARCHIVES 

The Quarterly Journal of The North American Bluebird Society , known as “Sialia”, wrote an 

interesting article in the Volume 8, Number 1 Winter 1986 publication.  This article, by Ex-

ecutive Director Mary D. Janetatos, details her suggested methods to discourage House 

Sparrows… 

Mary writes…”the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service considers the sparrow to be an imported 

alien bird species.  Their population has increased in such numbers throughout the North 

American continent that they have had a negative impact on many native bird species, not 

just bluebirds.  They are not protected by law, so may be dealt with as each person sees fit.  

It is more universally acceptable to repel or discourage sparrows than to trap them and do 

them in. The following have been recently proposed: 

 1.  Attach a windsock, 4 feet long, to nest box top. 

 2.  Attach streamers to nest box top; this idea is reported to have a 50% success rate. 

 3.  Attach aluminum foil streamers measuring approximately 5 inches by 1/2 inch with 

thumbtacks to the inside of the top of the box. 

 4.  Paint the inside of the box white using exterior grade latex paint. 

NEVER put a perch on a nest box or roosting box as sparrows LOVE it! 

 

If you devise a sparrow control method, please share it by sending it to Sialia—Sparrow 

Control, Box 6295, Silver Spring, MD 20906-0295. 

Let’s keep the bluebirds flying! 

 

Editors Note: Some tried and true methods, the common denominator of the House Sparrow then 

and now is their competition for nesting sites...  
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On January 16th, Linda Burgess and I took to the road and delivered the winners’ water-

color, a three hour road trip, to Gaffney, SC.  Let me introduce to you… 

Donna Lee Houle.  Donna Lee is an author* who lives with her 95 year old momma, Miss 

Angie.  After the “meet and greet” we were treated to a lovely lunch and tour of her 

home and gardens.  I’ve been friends via the internet with Donna Lee for years, but this 

was the first time we actually “met”, and I was so happy to present her with the art-

work!  It will look lovely in her home with all the other bird and nature art... 

Donna Lee and Terry McGrath Linda Burgess and Terry McGrath 

*Visit Donna Lee’s website for a list of her coloring books, children's books and note cards 

                                      www.pitzigilpublications.com 

Additional winners of stamp sets/prints were Diane Peters, Jackie Hill, Nancy 

Moseley and  Philip Van Leeuwen.   Thanks to everyone for participating!   

By: Terry McGrath 
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YOUR PICTURE  

          HERE 

  

 

Dreaming of  
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The 2018 2nd Edition of the SCBS Field Guide is available for purchase.  These high 

quality, 18 page guides feature color pictures of cavity nesting birds one can expect 

to find in their nest boxes and on the trails, along with information on the species.  

This handy guide is perfect for the back yard birder and only costs $5.00!  Proceeds 

go to the South Carolina Bluebird Society for the continuing education and conser-

vation of the Eastern Bluebird and other cavity nesting birds.  The guides will be 

available for purchase at each SCBS monthly meeting… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thanks for your support! 
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Ask 

Your 

Friends 

 

 

Lawrence Zeleny, one of the founders of the North American Bluebird Society, also had a 

“Question Corner” in the “Sialia”*publication. One of his questions, from Barbara Driscoll 

of Roswell, Georgia, follows: 

When we checked our bluebird box, we found two nests of unhatched eggs (one nest on 

top of the other). All the eggs were cracked and there were ants in both nests.  Could the 

ants have cracked the eggs; if so what can be done to prevent that?  If not, what could 

have happened? 

Dr. Zeleny answers: 

To the best of our knowledge, ants have never been known to break intact bluebird eggs.  

In your case the eggs were probably broken by some predator and the contents then eaten 

or carried away by ants.  House Sparrows and House Wrens will often enter nesting boxes 

occupied by bluebirds or other birds and break their eggs or kill their nestlings.  Both the 

wrens and the sparrows will then usually build their own nests on top of the despoiled 

bluebird or other nests, but sometimes they simply leave after doing their damage. 

Another possibility is that the ants entered the eggs just as they were hatching.  They then 

would have killed the young birds and eaten them before the hatching process was com-

pleted.  This is known to have happened.   

When ants persist in entering a nesting box, they can usually be controlled by applying a 

narrow band of “Tree Tanglefoot” (or a similar product) to the post supporting the box.  

This is a sticky substance commonly used in bands around the trunks of trees to control de-

structive crawling insects.  Ants and other insects become embedded in the material when 

they attempt to cross it. 

 

* Sialia~ Volume 8, Number 1, Winter 1986 
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1. 

 
https://themysteriousworld.com/top-10-amazing-arctic-birds/ Courtesy of: 

  

10. Yellow-Billed Loon 

9. Rock Ptarmigan 

8. Peregrine Falcon 

7. Buff-breasted Sandpiper 

6. Stellar’s Eider 

5. Snow Goose 

4. Ruddy Turnstone 

3. Snowy Owl 

2. Snow Bunting 

1. Artic Tern 

 

 

We celebrate the Year of the Bird... 

Amazing Arctic Birds 
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        Like us on Facebook!  For answers to your questions and membership infor-

mation  to the South Carolina Bluebird Society and the North American Bluebird So-

ciety go to: 

 

 

            http://www.southcarolinabluebirds.org  

 

       https:// www.facebook.com/groups/

SouthCarolinaBluebirdSo- ciety 

 

 

South Carolina Bluebird Society 

P.O. Box 5151 

Aiken, SC 29804-5151 

 

     TO: 


