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Nest  Box News 
Summer 2019 

“Be a flamingo in a 

flock of pigeons” 

Confessions of a 

Teenage Drama 

Queen 

Check out the Top 

10 Summer -

Blooming Shrubs 

on page 13~ 

 It’s too hot!  It’s too rainy!  It’s summer in the South, and our 

nesting birds can adapt well, having eons of practice!  As the 

summer wears on and the end of the breeding season looms, 

birds often spend less time on the eggs, instead letting the 

warm, okay, hot, temperatures help with incubation.  In 1968, 

Dr. Larry Zeleney indicated a mortality temperature of 108 de-

grees or higher, inside the box.  Heat needed for incubation is 

generally between 93-100 degrees.  There is a helpful link at 

*http://www.sialis.org/heat.htm, with detailed plans using 

black window screen.  The plans are also on the Texas Bluebird 

Society website, along with installation directions.   

 

 

 

 

 with permission from www.sialis.org      

                                                                         Terry McGrath, Editor 
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President’s Perspective… 

                                     By Mike DeBruhl 

 

 

Greetings SCBS members and friends!! 

Is it HOT enough for you these days?  That is a frequently asked question as we make our way around the 

trails. YES are the answer and the heat can be harmful to BOTH our Monitors and our Blue feathered friends.  

So – please be careful out there, stay hydrated, wear a hat and stay as cool as possible.  If you find any of your 

nest boxes are too warm, consider adding a second roof spaced above the current roof.  That simple addition 

can lower the temperature inside by 10 to15 degrees.  

I had the distinct pleasure of representing SCBS on July11 at an official trail dedication in Chapin, SC.  This 

culminated some great work by Cindy and Ed Chin of the Chapin Garden Club.  We delivered our SCBS 

educational presentation to the club in January 2018.  It was well attended by GC members and several non-

members from across Chapin.  They were very interested and became excited about developing their first BB 

Trail and even more folks joined in after a second presentation to another Chapin group in February of this 

year.  Cindy and Ed, with full support of the GC, gained the commitment of the Mayor of Chapin and several 

local officials. We sited the trail boxes around the Town Hall on Town property….and the first 5 nest boxes 

were installed in May.  A couple of the boxes immediately drew the attention of Mom and Dad Blues, resulting 

in the first 5 eggs and young ones who will fledge soon. 

The Mayor presided over the official ribbon cutting, which was attended by over 30 Chapin residents and 

officials of the SC Garden Clubs, SC Wildlife Federation, the Mayor, their State House Representative, Chapin 

GC and SCBS.  The GC then presented Cindy and Ed the plaque to be posted designating the trail in their 

honor to recognize this community serving achievement.  I was honored to then show off the 5 new baby 

Bluebirds to the attendees (no touching, of course) while Mom and Dad, with insects in beak, watched from 

close by.  What a grand event and the beginning of an enjoyable community trail!  Just goes to show how we 

can influence others in our communities to enjoy and watch out for our feathered friends. 

An unexpected treat was seeing a true ALBINO BLUEBIRD!  The young Lady BB was rescued by the SC 

Wildlife Federation and nursed back to life, despite a misshaped beak, blind in one eye and barely able to fly.  

She is a beautiful specimen and has a place of honor in a lovely education display by SCWF. And I did ask if 

she lays WHITE EGGS…and she DOES !  But, alas, no mate…. 

On another note…it has been suggested that we have an annual meeting, probably early November, complete 
with speakers and events.  We would appreciate YOUR FEEDBACK / THOUGHTS / TOPICS / INTEREST about 
having such a meeting.  So let us know ASAP.  Please contact either Ron Brenneman ( birdsbflies@aol.com ) 
or me    (cmdebruhl@atlanticbb.net ) or Terry McGrath ( mcgrathjtl@atlanticbb.net ) with your thoughts. 

Keep a close eye on the nest boxes in this continuing heat.  It can be dangerous for the newly hatched and 

Mom on the nest …. So be sure to keep the bird bathes filled and the feeders full.    Cheers and see you on the 

Trails! 

Mike 

Pictures of the dedication and the Albino Bluebird  rescued by the SCWF 

and Pearl, at the Carolina Wildlife Center, are on page  6... 

mailto:birdsbflies@aol.com
mailto:cmdebruhl@atlanticbb.net
mailto:mcgrathjtl@atlanticbb.net
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Insider News!  

Deadlines for contributions to 

the Nest Box News are: Jan 15, 

April 15, July 15 and Oct 15 

send your pictures, comments 

or articles to: 

mcgrathjtl@atlanticbb.net 

Use Amazonsmile for your online 

shopping!! When you shop, des-

ignate SCBS as your non-profit 

charity of choice and 

they will donate 0.5% 

of your purchase total 

to SCBS . 

Lifetime Memberships are available.  If 

you’re interested in finding 

out more, contact Mary 

Shultz at: 

shultzim@att.net.   

For information on joining NABS, see http://nabluebirdsociety.org 

For information on bluebirds and other cavity nesting birds in SC,  

go to http://southcarolinabluebirds.org 

 

     !!! ATTENTION !!! 
  

The SCBS Conservation series has the first 

year Bluebirds and the second year Chickadee 

available for purchase.  The set of 4 stamps 

( 4”x6”)is available for $20.00 and the prints 

(Bluebirds 8”x”10), Chickadee (9”x11”)  are 

available for $30.00. Buy the set for 

$45.00...These gorgeous stamps and prints 

are also available on our website: 

         Southcarolinabluebirds.org 

Thanks for your support! 
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Tales From The Trail...by Ronnie Hucks 

 

Terry: 

I was hiking in the mountains this past weekend.  Took a side trip to hike on the Greenway that 

runs along the Little Tennessee River in Franklin, NC.  Along part of this trail, there were 6 or 8 

bluebird boxes.  Turning a corner we looked ahead and saw two adult bluebirds hovering around 

their box and making a terrific racket. 

I sped up and when I arrived I found a 5 foot+ black rat snake curled around the pole/box and 

just getting ready to poke his head inside.  Without even thinking I threw my camera to my wife, 

and began unwrapping the snake from the box/pole.  No small task.  Finally got him off an threw 

on the ground.  He started to crawl off in the underbrush, but I stepped on his tail, and grabbed 

him again and slung him in the river, true story!!   

The funniest part is my wife, who had my camera, did not take one photo, haha!  But the young 

birds were fledging right there in front of us, and all ended up flying the coop.  So that’s one brood 

that didn’t fall prey to the dreaded rat snake.  And that’s one (insert your word here) off rat 

snake…. 

Ronnie 

 

 

A little backstory~ one of my FB friends and a really good photographer, shared a 

trail experience recently... 

SPLASH
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 Member Meetings*    

7:00 pm at O’Dell Weeks, Rm. 

#3 

September 23, 2019 

October 28, 2019 

November 18, 2019 (week 

before Thanksgiving) 

December Merry Christmas 

Board Meetings* 

5:30 pm at The Reserve   

August 12, 2019 

November 12, 2019 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

SAVE THE DATE 

We can always use your 

help, ideas, photos and 

comments... 

PRESENTATIONS 2019  

 

Nov 06— Sun City Bird Club … Hilton Head 

Feb 6, 2020—Dogwood Garden Club...Orangeburg 

Apr 22, 2020—Gay Gardeners GC...Columbia 

 

 

TO BE SCHEDULED 

Sandy Acres Pine Needle...Jackson, SC 

Poinsett GC...Sumter, SC 

St. Matthews GC...St. Matthews, SC 

Hillside GC...Augusta, GA 

Celadon GC...Beaufort, SC 

Euchee Creek School...Grovetown, SC 
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Cindy & Ed Chin at their Trail Dedication Ceremony in 

Chapin, SC 

Pearl’s Story...another albino Bluebird is 

Pearl, who came to the  Carolina Wildlife 

Center in Lexington, SC in May of 2016.  

Affected by the sight, flight and beak 

problems common in the rare birds, Pearl 

is now an Ambassador to 

schools...sharing her beauty and im-

portant information about  genetics and 

gene disorders and how they affect living 

in the natural world. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://carolinawildlife.org  

http://carolinawildlife.org/donate/
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SCBS DIRECTORY 

Officers 

Director Emeritus 

 Jim Burke 

President 

Mike DeBruhl/cmdebruhl@atlanticbb.net 

Vice President 

Steve Baker/sjbaker614@aol.com 

  Secretary 

 Debbie Reed/reeddebbie@bfusa.com 

Treasurer 

  Tim Bendle/tim.bendle@gmail.com 

 

Directors 

   Ronnie Brenneman/birdbflies@aol.com 

   Mike DeBruhl/cmdebruhl@atlanticbb.net 

   Terry McGrath/mcgrathjtl@atlanticbb.net 

    Jim Sproull/jfsproull@gmail.com 

   Kitty Yundt/yundt@outlook.com 

   Bluebird Trail Committee 

   Ron Brenneman/birdbflies@aol.com 

   Roger Brock/rwbrock@mac.com 

   Glen & Gail Hendry/gwhendry@hotmail.com 

 

   

    Website 

    www.southcarolinabluebirds.org 

    Webmaster 

     www.bluesalamandersolutions.com 

     Facebook Page Editor 

      Nancy Moseley/fmoseley@bellsouth..net 

 

      

     SCBS Newsletter Editor 

    Terry McGrath/mcgrathjtl@atlanticbb.net 

  

Membership 

Mary Shultz/shultzim@att.net 

www.facebook.com/groups/

SouthCarolinaBluebirdSociety 



8 

 

 

 

 

 

FROM THE ARCHIVES ...   

Volume 2, Number 3 

Summer 1980 

 

A new feature in the Nest Box News will be featured articles from the first North American 

Bluebird Society newsletters.  Some information remains the same, some has dramatically 

changed, but the love and dedication the first founders had remains the same—-Enjoy! 

 

Bluebird Tales was a popular feature in the Quarterly Journal of the North American Blue-

bird Society.  It seems some topics are still being addressed, even after almost 30 years! 

The first discussion is the frantic phone call to the NABS asking in a panicked voice “Are 

bluebirds known to be demented? They are busy defending the new boxes against reflected 

intruders who refused to go away!” The NABS contact suggested cutting off the reflection 

would cause the birds to forget about the “intruders”.  The caller taped cut up newspaper 

over her outside windows.  This achieved the desired effect and the birds ceased to appear 

“demented”. 

 

 

 

 

The second discussion involved a couple new to the bluebird experience and, nest boxes.  

The husband cited a perfect spot in their yard and went off to a local chain hardware store. 

Sad to say, the entry hole was too small.  The couple watched the male and female strug-

gling to get into the box.!  The contact at NABS suggested to the wife her husband return to 

the store and have them enlarge the hole to precisely 1.5”.  It was also suggested that the 

wife stand or sit by the site so the birds didn’t come back and find it “missing”.  The wife 

reported back the neighbors must think her “crazy” as she sat in the middle of her lawn 

with a cup of coffee on a rather chilly day.  About an hour later, they reported the birds had 

returned and moved right in! 

 

 

                                                             



9 

 

  

Many thanks to Bridgestone for having a bluebird trail at 

their plant and allowing their workers to monitor the boxes! 
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YOUR PICTURE  

          HERE 

  

 

employees 
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Backyard Musings...by Jim Sproull 

??? 

Starting in the Winter of 2018, a female Bluebird in an amorous mood began attack-

ing the window near my bird feeders.  She would fly toward the window and then 

stop herself with her feet on the screen.  I purchased a “bird of prey” silhouette for 

my window to scare her away, but this proved to be unsuccessful.  This window at-

tacking continues into July, 2019.  I also purchased a cylindrical mealworm feeder 

with 1.5” openings which was designed to keep birds larger than the Bluebirds out. 

The beginning of March, 2019, a male Bluebird found my backyard.  I thought he 

was an import as he didn’t seem to know how to enter the mealworm feeder.  At 

this time, the Bluebird pair had begun to show interest in the nesting box in the 

backyard.  She would add a little pine straw now and then, and were in and out of 

the box almost everyday.  Seven weeks later they had a completed nest.  During this 

seven week period, the male tried, everyday, to successfully enter the feeder. 

On April 24th the male was perching on the crook of the feeder.  He tried twice to 

enter the feeder and finally managed to get one mealworm, which he gave to the fe-

male in the box.  Not being satisfied with this meager offering, she flew to the feed-

er and fed heavily, then flew back to the nest box.  The male was watching, and 

probably in a state of embarrassment, flew straight to the feeder!  Two days later he 

had “forgotten” how to get into the feeder!  Now in July, he still struggles at times 

to get in the feeder. 

Nesting by this pair began, and three eggs were laid.  Eventually this severely chal-

lenged pair managed to fledge a pair of babies. 

                              Y=mx + b 

                              Formula for a straight line 



12 

 

 

 

 

 

Have you checked the South Carolina Bluebird Society out on Facebook yet?  We are up to 

470+ members and this is truly a fun group of people!  The information, questions and photos 

we all share is so refreshing from the gloom and doom of the world today.  Nancy Moseley, 

the site administrator, does a fantastic job!  Go to www.facebook.com/groups/

SouthCarolinaBluebirdSociety/  and read all about it! 

Northern Flicker nestlings mimicking the buzz of bees might be their way of warding off 

predators...   

 

A new study from the National Audubon Society suggests that birds are able to recognize the spots 

best suited to their camouflage …    

 

Who wins at a “feeder war”?  Taken from the Audubon’s Project Feeder Watch,  the follow-

ing pairings have left some surprised at the “winner”.  American Goldfinch vs Black-capped 

Chickadee?  The winner: Black-capped Chickadee.  Mourning Dove vs House Sparrow?  The 

winner: Mourning Dove.  European Starling vs Blue Jay?  The winner: draw.  Common Raven 

vs American Crow?  The winner: a murder of American Crows.  Pileated Woodpecker vs Red-

bellied Woodpecker?  The winner: Red-bellied Woodpecker. 

 

 

 

 

Dogs and cats are not the only creatures bothered by fire-

works...wild birds are extremely sensitive to the noise and can 

abandon nests ... 
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Ask 

Your 

Friends 

 

 

                   Is Red Dye Harmful to Hummingbirds? 

Many hummingbird feeders have red caps, bases, or floral decorations, and that color is 

sufficient to attract the birds. Adding other red color sources nearby, such as nectar-
bearing flowers, ribbons, a gazing ball, flower pots, patio cushions, or Christmas orna-

ments can give a feeding area an extra burst of color without any risk of potentially un-

healthy dyes.  

Because nectar is by far the largest component of a hummingbird’s diet, a single bird’s con-

sumption of dye through colored nectar can be extreme. The birds’ physiology, metabolism, 
and nutritional needs are sufficiently different from humans that any conclusions stating 

the dye is safe for human consumption may not be valid for hummingbirds.  

 

 

Since the red color is not critical for attracting hummingbirds, it is best to simply avoid 

complicating nectar with any form of coloration. 

Comm 

Written by: Melissa Maynatz for @thespruce.com 

https://www.thespruce.com/top-hummingbird-flowers-386271
https://www.thespruce.com/top-hummingbird-flowers-386271
https://www.thespruce.com/what-do-hummingbirds-eat-386568
https://www.thespruce.com/top-hummingbird-nectar-mistakes-385961
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9. 8. 
7. 

5. 6. 
4. 

3. 
2. 

10. 

1. 

 Courtesy of: 

  

10. Hydrangea 

9. Summersweet 

8. Crape myrtle 

7. Rose of Sharon 

6. Viburnum 

5. Bluebeard 

4. Potentilla 

3. Spirea 

2. Mock-

orange 

1. Butterfly bush 

 

 
Top-10-Summer-Loving-Shrubs/BirdsandBlooms.com 

Springtime blossoms, fall foliage, 

winter berries...and super summer 

blooms for shrubs! 

Add one or two (or more) to your landscape 

and keep hummingbirds and butterflies hap-
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        Like us on Facebook!  For answers to your questions and membership infor-

mation  to the South Carolina Bluebird Society and the North American Bluebird So-

ciety go to: 

 

 

            http://www.southcarolinabluebirds.org  

 

       https:// www.facebook.com/groups/

SouthCarolinaBluebirdSo- ciety 

 

 

South Carolina Bluebird Society 

P.O. Box 5151 

Aiken, SC 29804-5151 

 

     TO: 


