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Insider News!

The SCBS Conservation series has the first

year Bluebirds and the second year Chickadee

available for purchase. The set of 4 stamps
( 40x60)i s
(Bluebirds 80x010),
available for $30.00. Buy the set for
$45.00...These gorgeous stamps and prints
are also available on our website:

Southcarolinabluebirds.org

Thanks for your support!

—
©10.22.2014 01:20

o goto http://southcarolinabluebirds.org
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For information on joining NABS,

) For information on bluebirds and other cavity nesting birds in SC,
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the Nest Box News are: Jan 15,
$20. 00 Aminlg, Juty ASeandpOctil: t s
( Sedikybut micjures, @mraents
or articles to:

mcgrathjti@atlanticbb.net

IHTATTENTION !

Use Amazonsmile for your online
shopping!! When you shop, des-
ignate SCBS as your non - profit
charity of choice and
they will donate 0.5%
of your purchase total

to SCBS .

Lifetime Memberships are available. If

youbdbre interested in finding
out more, contact Mary
Shultz at:

shultzim@att.net.

see http://nabluebirdsociety.org




Tales From The Trall... by Ronnie Hucks

A little backstory~ one of my FB friends and a really good photographer, shared a
trail experience recently...

Terry:

I was hiking in the mountains this past weekend. Took a side trip to hike on the Greenway that
runs along the Little Tennessee River in Franklin, NC. Along part of this trail, there were 6 or 8
bluebird boxes. Turning a corner we looked ahead and saw two adult bluebirds hovering around

their box and making a terrific racket.

| sped up and when | arrived | found a 5 foot+ black rat snake curled around the pole/box and

just getting ready to poke his head inside. Without even thinking | threw my camera to my wife,
and began unwrapping the snake from the box/pole. No small task. Finally got him off an threw
on the ground. He started to crawl off in the underbrush, but | stepped on his tail, and grabbed

him again and slung him in the river, true story!!

The funniest part is my wife, who had my camera, did not take one photo, haha! But the young

birds were fledging right there in front of us, and all ended up flying the coop. So thatds one
that didndét fall prey to theddt dadé dgsenwir wedchark e . ) off rat
snhakeé.

Ronnie

—




SAVE THE DATE

Member Meetings *

7:00pmat O6Del |

#3

We ek s,

September 23, 2019

October 28, 2019

November 18, 2019 (week
before Thanksgiving)
December __Merry Christmas

Board Meetings ~ *

5:30 pm at The Reserve
August 12, 2019

November 12, 2019

2019

Rm.

PRESENTATIONS

Nov 60seun City Bi Hdl €Clomb He ¢
Feb 6,0D0o@g2vod Garden Cl ub.
Apr 22¢9GaypP2Gardeners GC. ..
T0O BE SCHEDULED

Sandy Acres Pine Needl e.. .
Poinsett GC...Sumter, SC
St. Matthews GC...St. Ma
Hillside GC...Augusta, C
Cel adon GC...Beaufort, S
Euchee Creek School ... Gr

HELP!

We can always use your
help, ideas, photos and
comments...




Pear|l 6sa®sbbhgr . al bino BI

Pearl, who came to the

Center in Lexington, SC
Af fected by the sight, f
problems common in the r
i s now an Ambassador to
schools...sharing her be
portant information abou
gene disorders and how t
in the natwural worl d.

http://carolinawildlife.org

Cindy & Ed Chin at their Trail Dedication Ceremony in
Chapin, SC



http://carolinawildlife.org/donate/

SCBS DIRECTORY
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FROM THE ARCHIVES

Volume 2, Number 3

Summer 1980

A new feature in the Nest Box News will be featured articles from the first North American
Bluebird Society newsletters. Some information remains the same, some has dramatically
changed, but the love and dedication the first founders had remains the same d -Enjoy!

Bluebird Tales was a popular feature in the Quarterly Journal of the North American Blue-
bird Society. It seems some topics are still being addressed, even after almost 30 years!

The first discussion is the frantic phone call to the NABS asking in a panicked voice nAre
bluebirds known to be demented? They are busy defending the new boxes against reflected

intruders who r ef us e d’hetNABSgantac sugggsted cutting off the reflection

would cause the birds to forget about the Aintruder sol.
over her outside windows. This achieved the desired effect and the birds ceased to appear

idement edo. PP

The second discussion involved a couple new to the bluebird experience and, nest boxes.

The husband cited a perfect spot in their yard and went off to a local chain hardware store.

Sad to say, the entry hole was too small. The couple watched the male and female strug-

gling to get into the box.! The contact at NABS suggested to the wife her husband return to

the store and have them enlarge the hole to precisely 1. 50. I't was al so suggse
wife stand or sit by the site so the birds didnét c¢ome
reported back the neighbors must think her Acrazyd as
with a cup of coffee on a rather chilly day. About an hour later, they reported the birds had

returned and moved right in!




Many thanks to Bridgestone for having a bluebird trail at
their plant and allowing their workers to monitor the boxes!

4RIDGESTON
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Backyard Musings... by Jim Sproull

Starting in the Winter of 2018, a female Bluebird in an amorous mood began attack-

ing the window near my bird feeders. She would fly toward the window and then

stop herself with her feet on the screen. Il purchas
my window to scare her away, but this proved to be unsuccessful. This window at-

tacking continues into July, 2019. 1 also purchased a cylindrical mealworm feeder

with 1.50 openings which was designed to keep birds

The beginning of March, 2019, a male Bluebird found my backyard. | thought he

was an import as he didndédt seem to know how to enter
this time, the Bluebird pair had begun to show interest in the nesting box in the

backyard. She would add a little pine straw now and then, and were in and out of

the box almost everyday. Seven weeks later they had a completed nest. During this

seven week period, the male tried, everyday, to successfully enter the feeder.

On April 24th the male was perching on the crook of the feeder. He tried twice to

enter the feeder and finally managed to get one mealworm, which he gave to the fe-

male in the box. Not being satisfied with this meager offering, she flew to the feed-

er and fed heavily, then flew back to the nest box. The male was watching, and

probably in a state of embarrassment, flew straight to the feeder! Two days later he

had fAforgottend how to get into the feeder! Now i n
to get in the feeder.

Nesting by this pair began, and three eggs were laid. Eventually this severely chal-
lenged pair managed to fledge a pair of babies.

Y=mx+Db

Formula for a straight line
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mﬂ"-"-l : Dogs and cats are not the only creatures bothered by fire-
.'!" works...wild birds are extremely sensitive to the noise and can
abandon nests ...

Northern Flicker nestlings mimicking the buzz of bees might be their way of warding off
predators...

A new st udyNaftriooomatlheAududbwqg 6&otcs etttyat birds are ab
best suited to Xheir camoufl age

Who wins at a Afeeder war o? T a k erojecfFeedlenWatdn e A thelfollowe n 6 s
ing pairings have | eft some s ur AmericareGbldfiach vstBlaok i wicappedr 0 .

Chickadee ? The winner: Black -capped Chickadee . Mourning Dove vs House Sparrow ? The
winner:  Mourning Dove . European Starling vs Blue Jay ? The winner: draw . Common Raven
vs American Crow ? The winner: a murder of American Crows . Pileated Woodpecker vs Red -

bellied Woodpecker ? The winner: Red - bellied Woodpecker

Have you checked the South Carolina Bluebird Society out on Facebook yet? We are up to

470+ members and this is truly a fun group of people! The information, questions and photos

we all share is so refreshing from the gloom and doom of the world today. Nancy Moseley
the site administrator, does a fantastic job! Go to www.facebook.com/groups/
SouthCarolinaBluebirdSociety/ and read all about it!

12



Ask
Your
Friends

Is Red Dye Harmful to Hummingbirds?

Many hummingbird feeders have red caps, bases, or floral decorations, and that color is
sufficient to attract the birds. Adding other red color sources nearby, such as

bearing flowers , ribbons, a gazing ball, flower pots, patio cushions, or

ments can give a feeding area an extra burst of color without any risk of potentially un-

healthy dyes.

Because nectar is by far the largest component of a hummi ngbir
sumption of dye through colored nectar
and nutritional needs are sufficiently different from humans that any conclusions stating
the dye is safe for human consumption may not be valid for hummingbirds.

Since the red color is not critical for attracting hummingbirds, it is best to simply avoid
complicating nectar with any form of coloration.

nectar -
Christmas orna-

dpsadsienhgl e bi

can be extreme.

Written by: Melissa Maynatz for @thespruce.com

r



https://www.thespruce.com/top-hummingbird-flowers-386271
https://www.thespruce.com/top-hummingbird-flowers-386271
https://www.thespruce.com/what-do-hummingbirds-eat-386568
https://www.thespruce.com/top-hummingbird-nectar-mistakes-385961

10. Hydrangea

9. Summersweet ] ] ]
Springtime blossoms, fall foliage,

8. Crape myrtle ) )
pe my winter berries...and super summer

7. Rose of Sharon blooms for shrubs!

6. Viburnum
Add one or two (or more) to your landscape

5. Bluebeard and keep hummingbirds and butterflies hap-
4. Potentilla
3. Spirea

2. Mock-
orange

1. Butterfly bush

9. 8. "
6. 5 4.
3.
2. 1
Courtesy of: Top -10 -Summer -Loving -Shrubs/BirdsandBlooms.com
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