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Nest  Box News 
Spring 2020 

 

Bird Watching...whether you are a backyard hobbyist or a 

South Carolina Bluebird Society member; whether you monitor a 

trail or just enjoy the sights and sounds of birds; whether you 

travel to birding sites or invest in birding tools that cost more 

than your car, you know the pleasure this activity imparts.  In the 

days or months ahead of the Covid 19 virus, I am so relieved to 

have the SCBS as part of my life.  No crowds on the trail, no 

“social distancing” from the birds, no worries about germs, and 

hand washing is optional!   

As we continue in this atmosphere of quarantines, closures and 

limited gatherings I hope you all take time to connect back with 

Nature and our birds.  Nesting activity has begun, and reports are 

coming in of full first nests!  There are even ways to view online 

cameras of all your favorite birds.  This site, HDOnTap 

<info@hdontap.com>, is very popular. 

So, take care of yourselves, use common sense, and remember to 

stop & smell the roses, or pickup your binoculars and gaze at a 

bird! 

                   FROM THE EDITOR: Terry McGrath 

Birds have bills too but 

they keep singing! 

Can you find 

“Waldo”?  Thanks 

to Tom Bradner for 

this great picture! 
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President’s Perspective…by Mike DeBruhl 

 

 

 

Even in the midst of this challenging time, be assured that the Bluebirds and other 

cavity dwellers are doing well as we progress in the 2020 nesting season.  That said, 

our major concern remains the Health and Safety of YOU-our members, friends and 

families.  Please take the necessary precautions, observe the directed actions and 

continue to use lots of common sense.  A very healthy diversion in the sunshine is to 

check your home nest boxes and monitor those 1,300 + nest boxes on our trails.  

Both you and our feathered friends will benefit.  

Speaking of Trail Monitoring -we are still in need of several of you to assume moni-

toring duties for a few trails in the Aiken area.  Take a look on page 12 for a current 

list and description of these trails.   Monitoring is a very rewarding, educational, and 

enjoyable activity.  Plus, you will be assisting SCBS greatly with important data col-

lection that we provide to Cornell School of Ornithology for research.  If you are in-

terested, please contact Glen Hendry at gwhendry@hotmail.com.  

Member Meetings:  Exercising due caution before directed closures and cancellations 

due to the Corona situation, we cancelled our March 23 and April 27 meetings.  Our 

next scheduled meeting in May 18 -however, we are closely watching the situation 

and will comply with State and Federal health-related guidelines.  Should it be neces-

sary to cancel the May meeting, we will rearrange our schedule and possibly hold 

meetings in June and July -typically our “no meeting” time of year.  Stay tuned for 

further updates as things unfold and we will notify all ASAP. 

While at home, take a few minutes to review the SCBS and the North American Blue-

bird Society ( NABS ) websites … nabluebirdsociety.org  and  southcarolinablue-

birds.org …both sites are loaded with educational information, interesting articles 

and archived data, plus beautiful pictures.  Just the thing to take your mind off things 

“inside the home”. 

So, let’s get outside in the sun, keep the feeders and bird baths filled, and enjoy what 

Mother Nature has to offer.   

 

                           “Whoo-ll step up and help us out? 

                             See you on the trails!” 

                                                     Photo taken by: Thomas Schulte 

mailto:gwhendry@hotmail.com
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Insider News!  

Deadlines for contributions to 

the Nest Box News are: Jan 15, 

April 15, July 15 and Oct 15 

send your pictures, comments 

or articles to: 

mcgrathjtl@atlanticbb.net 

Use Amazonsmile for your online 

shopping!! When you shop, des-

ignate SCBS as your non-profit 

charity of choice and they 

will donate 0.5% of your 

purchase total to SCBS . 

Lifetime Memberships are available.  If 

you’re interested in 

finding out more, 

contact Mary Shultz 

at: shultzim@att.net.   

For information on joining NABS, see http://nabluebirdsociety.org 

For information on bluebirds and other cavity nesting birds in SC,  

go to http://southcarolinabluebirds.org 

 

     !!! ATTENTION !!! 

  

The SCBS Conservation series has the 

first year Bluebirds and the second year Chickadee 

available for purchase.  The set of 4 stamps ( 4”x6”)

is available for $10.00 and the prints (Bluebirds 

8”x”10), Chickadee (9”x11”)  are available for 

$25.00. Buy the set for $30.00...These gorgeous 

stamps and prints are also available on our website: 

Southcarolinabluebirds.org 

     High quality prints from original artwork 

      ***NEW LOWER PRICES*** 

 

Thanks for your support! 

 

 

Alexander, Karen, Antaki, Charolotte, Bendle, 

Tim & Mary, Brant, Doug & Elena, Brenneman, 

Ron & Dori, Brock, Roger, Burke, Jim & Sharon, 

Call, Tracie, Chin, Ed & Cindy, Eastman, Caro-

line, Frick, Randy, Fuller, Muf, Hendry, Glen & 

Gail, Hill, Jim & Jackie, Hurst, Cindy, Koehler, 

Paul, Krauss, Janis, Moseley, David & Nancy, 

Myers, Greg & Shirley, Oliff, Barry & Cyndy, 

O’Neill, Bob & Barbara, Radford, Scott, Raynor, 

Robert, Sacks, David & Maggi,  Shultz, Mary, 

Snyder, Debbie, Tucker, Bill & Sandy 

CONSIDER A LIFETIME MEMBERSHIP FOR $200 

           LIFETIME MEMBERS 

Another great reason for becoming a 

member of the SCBS is Member pricing 

for a complete nest box, pole and baffle 

is 75.00.  Non– members would pay 

$88.00! 
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Member Meetings*    

7:00 pm at O’Dell Weeks, Rm. #3 

January 27..Guest Speaker on 

RCW, Trail Monitor class 

February 24 

May 18    ??? 

September 28    ??? 

October 26   ??? 

November 16 (week before 

Thanksgiving)   ??? 

December Merry Christmas 

NO MEETING 

 

Board Meetings*3 pm at The 

Reserve 

May 12 

August 11 

November 10 

* any member welcome to attend 

 

 

 

SAVE THE DATE 

We can always use your 

help, ideas, photos and 

comments... 

PRESENTATIONS 2020  

Feb 6, 2020—Dogwood Garden Club...Orangeburg 

Feb 19, 2020—Aiken Garden Club 

Feb 24, 2020—Cherokee Garden Club...Barnwell 

Feb 29, 2020—Wingard’s Bird Expo...Lexington 

March 2, 2020—Summerville Garden Club 

March 9, 2020—Gardendale...TBD 

March 9, 2020—Adult Education...Aiken High...TBD 

March 12, 2020—Augusta-Aiken Audubon 

March 20,2020—-Trinity Methodist...Aiken 

April 9, 2020—Grovetown Garden Club...Grovetown 

April 9, 2020—Les Dames Garden Club...Edgefield 

April 18, 2020—Aiken Earth Day 

April21,2020—Mayfield Garden Club...Walterboro...TBD 

Apr 22, 2020—Gay Gardeners GC...Columbia 

Apr 25 - - Master Gardeners … Aiken   

May 09 - - Farmers Market … Aiken   

JUN 13 - - Farmers Market … Aiken   

AMID THE  Covid-19 SITUATION, THE APRIL MEETING WAS CANCELLED. PRESENTA-

TIONS THROUGH APRIL WILL BE RE-SCHEDULED.  WE ARE WORKING ON A DAY TO 

DAY BASIS...STAY SAFE EVERYONE! 

Might make interesting quiz for the readers.  Like who started a nest and who stole it?  Whose 

nest is it now?  Stay tuned...   

Photos by: Tom Bradner 
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SCBS DIRECTORY 

Officers 

Director Emeritus 

 Jim Burke 

President 

Mike DeBruhl/cmdebruhl@atlanticbb.net 

Vice President 

Steve Baker/sjbaker614@aol.com 

  Secretary 

 Debbie Reed/reeddebbie1@bellsouth.net 

Treasurer 

 Tim Bendle/tim.bendle@gmail.com 

 

 

   Ronnie Brenneman/birdbflies@aol.com 

   Mike DeBruhl/cmdebruhl@atlanticbb.net 

   Terry McGrath/mcgrathjtl@atlanticbb.net 

    Jim Sproull/jfsproull@gmail.com 

   Kitty Yundt/yundt@outlook.com 

   Bluebird Trail Committee 

   Ron Brenneman/birdbflies@aol.com 

   Roger Brock/rwbrock@mac.com 

   Glen & Gail Hendry/gwhendry@hotmail.com 

 

   

    Website 

    www.southcarolinabluebirds.org 

    Webmaster 

     www.bluesalamandersolutions.com 

     Facebook Page Editor 

      Nancy Moseley/fmoseley@bellsouth..net 

 

      

     SCBS Newsletter Editor 

    Terry McGrath/mcgrathjtl@atlanticbb.net 

  

Membership 

Mary Shultz/shultzim@att.net 

www.facebook.com/groups/

SouthCarolinaBluebirdSociety 

We are currently looking to fill two positions on 

our Board.  If you are interested, contact Mike 

DeBruhl or Steve Baker (email addresses above).  

Meet 4 times a year in Aiken.  Thanks! 
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FROM THE ARCHIVES ...   

Volume 2, Number 2 

Spring 1980 

 

A new feature in the Nest Box News will be featured articles from the first North American 

Bluebird Society newsletters.  Some information remains the same, some has dramatically 

changed, but the love and dedication the first founders had remains the same—-Enjoy! 

Question Corner , authored by Lawrence Zeleny, was a popular feature in the Quarterly 

Journal of the North American Bluebird Society.  It seems some topics are still being ad-

dressed, even after almost 30 years! 

 

 

Q: What type of materials do bluebirds use in constructing their nests? 

A. Bluebird nests are usually made of dry grass or dry pine needles.  The material used in 

any one nest is usually remarkably uniform in character.  The birds make little or no ef-

fort to line the nest with finer or softer material.  The nests are usually confined to the 

bottom three inches or so of the nest box or cavity, although they are occasionally much 

deeper, extending up nearly to the entrance hole. 

Q: What can I do to help the bluebirds find my nesting boxes? 

A:  Nothing, really, except to hope and pray.  It is important, of course, that you have se-

lected a suitable location for the box and that you do everything possible to keep House 

Sparrows out of it.  In late winter or early spring any bluebirds in your area will usually 

make an exhaustive search for nesting sites.  If your nesting box is in a good location they 

are very likely to find it. 

 

  

 

 

 

Editors Note:  Seems like the age old saying “location, location, location” is still relevant.  

And prayers always help... 

First egg of the season for Tom 

Bradner... 
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A lovely pair of “Flying Tigers” 

                Photo by Thomas Schulte 

Trail and backyard beauties... 

 Ellen Avant, with Bridgestones’ OR Tire Plant shares the trail there... 

After several weeks of the plant being closed, I was able to check our bird boxes this morning.  It was wonderful to 
see so many nests, eggs, and even some baby birds!  We should be back to our weekly checks shortly. 

  

Thank goodness for 

the sanity of our trails 
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Spring Has Sprung… enjoy the photographic efforts of our members! 

Thanks to Wayne Hathaway for what he says “is one of my favorite shots” he’s taken 

Steve Roschelle wonders... 

Can ya'll tell me what kind of bluebird this is - 
Northern that migrated or local?? 

My day to be a docent at the Aiken Thoroughbred Racing Hall of Fame and I spotted him 
from my desk having lunch. 

We have some seriously talented people in our group...some comedians too!! 
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“Pretty in blue on a grey wet day”...Thanks to Donna Easler for keeping her eye to the sky! 

John-Lynne Martin, from Gaffney, SC shared these photos of his “love birds”.  These two 

will have beautiful eggies... 

Thank you for sharing these wonderful photographs with us! 
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This is the frustrated angry bluebird ... he had been fighting off sparrows (with a little 

help from the Sheriff, my husband) that day! 

Fabulous photos courtesy of:  Judy Perkins 

L 

O 

V 

E 
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Bluebirds and the North American Bluebird Society 
Bluebirds may be the most popular cavity nesting birds in North America, including all three 

species – Eastern, Mountain, and Western Bluebirds – all colorful, musical, and sure to attract 
the attention of any birders, actually any North Americans. When it became evident there was 

a shortage of suitable natural cavities and woodpecker-excavated cavities, an army of dedi-
cated “bluebirders” rose to help en force to provide the best possible artificial cavities in the 

form of nest boxes – one by one, and eventually trail by trail. 

A great boost for bluebird species and populations was the establishment of the North Ameri-
can Bluebird Society (NABS) in 1978 by Dr. Lawrence Zeleny and a dedicated group of blue-
bird enthusiasts who have expanded into today’s participating membership. The NABS web-

site provides a wealth of information for birders interested in installing a new nest box, to 
enthusiasts who wish to establish and monitor their own bluebird trail. (Keep in mind that 

most of the information provided about bluebird nest boxes is true for a variety of other small 

cavity nesting birds.) 

Beginners can start with the following link that provides everything you need to learn about 
getting started, to learn more about bluebirds and the nest boxes they need to bolster local 

populations, and even expand their continental ranges. To get started, see http://

www.nabluebirdsociety.org/PDF/NABSFactsheetGettingStarted.pdf 

Monitoring Nest Boxes 

The Society points out the importance of monitoring each nest box once per week, as well as 

keeping records. In their valuable publication about monitoring nest boxes, there is a series 
of photographic illustrations that show the development of bluebird nestlings day by day. It’s 

an exceptional collection of photo illustrations to inform interested birders and especially to 

aid bluebird landlords in aging nestlings from hatching to fledging (20 days). 

Just as impressive and helpful is a photographic list of a variety of common cavity nesting 
birds that might utilize a “bluebird” nest box, including Tree Swallows and Violet-green Swal-

lows, House Wrens, chickadee species, and titmouse species. There are even insightful photo 
illustrations of what the different species’ nests look like, plus color photos of the eggs of 

each species showing comparative sizes and colors. All this information is most valuable for 
people monitoring one nest box, a dozen nest boxes, or a hundred. Check out this illustrated 

NABS publication at http://www.nabluebirdsociety.org/PDF/NABSFactsheetMonitoring.pdf 

Predator-proofing 

Anyone installing a nest box, or group of nest boxes, must appreciate the responsibility of 
this endeavor, the need to monitor nest boxes, and they must make the commitment to pro-
tect each nest box from potential predators. If properly predator-proofed, a nest box can be a 

safer nesting site than a natural cavity. That’s a great boon to any nesting pair of bluebirds or 
other cavity nesting birds – and, after all, no one wants to see their nest box turn into a pred-

ator feeding station. The effects of would-be predators can be controlled – even eliminated, 
as described in this illustrated NABS publication: http://www.nabluebirdsociety.org/PDF/

NABSFactsheetPredatorControl.pdf 

The North American Bluebird Society (NABS) provides a wealth of additional information in 
publications listed at http://www.nabluebirdsociety.org/nabs-fact-sheets/ and you can learn 

how to become a member of the NABS on their website too. 

  

Article courtesy of the “Birding Wire” 

http://www.nabluebirdsociety.org/PDF/NABSFactsheetGettingStarted.pdf
http://www.nabluebirdsociety.org/PDF/NABSFactsheetGettingStarted.pdf
http://www.nabluebirdsociety.org/PDF/NABSFactsheetMonitoring.pdf
http://www.nabluebirdsociety.org/PDF/NABSFactsheetPredatorControl.pdf
http://www.nabluebirdsociety.org/PDF/NABSFactsheetPredatorControl.pdf
http://www.nabluebirdsociety.org/nabs-fact-sheets/
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         www.youtube.com/watch?v=UEISiCmjwH8 

Watch this spicy video!  Just cut & paste the above address and contact 

me with the specifics of the film; season, species, etc. at   

mcgrathjtl@atlanticbb.net and win a SCBS t-shirt!  Be the third person in 

my inbox with the answer and 

you’re a winner! 

 

Have you checked the South Carolina Bluebird Society out on Facebook yet?  We are up to 

694+ members and this is truly a fun group of people!  The information, questions and photos 

we all share is so refreshing from the gloom and doom of the world today.  Nancy Moseley, 

the site administrator, does a fantastic job!  Go to www.facebook.com/groups/

SouthCarolinaBluebirdSociety/  and read all about it! 

         TRAIL MONITOR OPPORTUNITIES—COME JOIN OUR MONITOR FAMILY 

Chime Bell Chase Trail                    10 boxes   (relatively easy trail, can drive to the boxes) 

Boyd Pond State Park B                  16 boxes   (some drive, some walking) 

 SCBS 

 

How do some birders get those fabulous shots with their phones? If 

you keep the button held down on the camera instead of “pressing 

& releasing”, you will get a micro burst of pictures 1 second apart 

and when viewing just delete the extras until you get “the one”... 

Did I mention 

these are really 

nice T– shirts?!  

You can’t win if 

you don’t play… 

LAST CHANCE 

Blackberry Hill Farm Trail               16 boxes   located at Blackberry Hill Farm off of Gray 

Mare Hollow  Road. You can drive to almost all of the boxes.  

Chime Bell Chase Trail                   10 boxes   In Chime Bell Chase Equestrian Area on Chime  

Bell Road. All of the boxes are along the road with easy access.  
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Ask 

Your 

Friends 

 

 

A member asks for advice with a situation at her Wood Duck nest box.  The number of 

eggs in the box has been steadily increasing, up to 45+!!  The good folks at : 

                                                   nestwatch@cornell.edu 

had the answer! 

 

Thanks for contacting us. Am I right in assuming that your nest box is one for a duck spe-

cies? This "egg-dumping" behavior is common in cavity-nesting ducks. Generally, the way to 
avoid this is to move boxes farther apart; for Wood Ducks, this would be 600 feet apart, ide-

ally. Research has shown that nest boxes for ducks that are placed closer than the recom-
mended distance for that species are more likely to experience this "nest parasitism" behav-

ior from other ducks.  

 

Wood Ducks are one of the only cavity-nesting duck species that can produce more than one 

clutch per year and their typical clutch size is around 8-10 eggs, but 16 eggs is not impossi-
ble for one hen to lay. Generally though, any Wood Duck clutch that's over 14 eggs is proba-
bly a victim of egg-dumping. When this happens, young can till hatch, but it's true that not 

all will be adequately incubated, so a nest of 49 eggs will have a lower hatch rate overall 
than one with the typical clutch size. Though, according to one study, the host bird will gen-

erally lay fewer eggs when parasitized, but the hatching success of their own eggs was not 

affected by the parasitism.  

 

This all being said, getting 20 eggs to hatch is on the high-end for what a Wood Duck may 
produce in one year. If anything, the best course of action would be to make sure the nest 

boxes are placed an adequate distance apart from one another, and to give them space. As I 
mentioned above, even with 49 eggs, there will be some young that hatch as long as the 

adult incubates for the full incubation period (28-37 days).  

 

I hope this is helpful! Let us know if you have any ques-

tions,  

Holly Faulkner  

 Project Assistant 

NestWatch 

Cornell Lab of Ornithology 

Thanks, Miss Holly! 
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They’re Baaack…. 

You should by now have seen the jewels of the bird world, hummingbirds, arriving 

from their long migration.   Mine have been around for almost 3 weeks, and the 

bottom shelf of my refrigerator is stocked with homemade nectar!  Our friends at 

Birds & Blooms offered some neat tips for keeping these little gems happy… 

How can I keep my hummingbird nectar from going bad in hot weather? 

 For most, hanging the sugar-water feeder in the shade does the trick, but high 

desert temperatures can be a problem even in shady areas. Use the kind of ice 

pack that fits over a wine bottle, but paint it red first. 

 To provide shade, attach a red plastic plate to the top of the feeder. Poke a hole 

in the plate that’s the same diameter as the wire from which the feeder hangs, 

then thread the wire through so the plate covers the feeder horizontally. 

The smartest solution is to keep it fresh. This means changing the nectar ever few 

days, but that’s the best for those flying jewels.  

How can I help a hummingbird that has accidentally flown into my garage or 

house? 

 Place a pot of bright-red flowers in the doorway. It will be drawn to the plant 

and will eventually fly out. 

 Paint the red pull on the garage door release white, or cover the pull with black 

electricians tape, just in case hummingbirds are attracted to the red color. 

If necessary, gently net the bird and then release it. Time is of the essence, so the 

quicker you can help it out, the better off it will be. 

 

Top L. to R.  They love perches! 

A window feeder is good for close-ups! 

Flew in with a friend… 

Wait! That’s not a hummingbird! 

Photos from Terry 

McGraths’ back yard 
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        Like us on Facebook!  For answers to your questions and membership infor-

mation  to the South Carolina Bluebird Society and the North American Bluebird So-

ciety go to: 

 

                     http://www.southcarolinabluebirds.org  

 

       https://www.facebook.com/groups/SouthCarolinaBluebirdSociety 

 

 

South Carolina Bluebird Society 

P.O. Box 5151 

Aiken, SC 29804-5151 

 

     TO: 


