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Nest  Box News 
Summer 2020  

 

Summertime... and the livinô is easy.   

Well, not exactly.  I canôt remember being as far from normal in a long 

time.  Three days of rain and being cooped up inside was the extent of my 

grousing!  

I had a lot of great articles to share with you this issue of the Nest Box 

News, and great pictures too!  I personally am looking forward to trying 

Margaret MacKenzieôs tips on keeping ants at bay on the nest boxes, 

(page 11 ) and Dean Rustôs success with nest cups (pages 15 ,16 ).  Iôve 

lost 3 eggs this season to the ñ Submerged Egg Syndromeò. Thank you to 

the Bluebird Society of Pennsylvania and the Southern Interior Bluebird 

Trail Society for sharing your ideas.  

If the whole wide world 

stops singing, and all the 

stars go dark, Iôll keep the 

light on in my soul, and 

the Bluebird in my 

hearté 

Hereôs your smile 

for the day!  

Thanks to Tom 

Bradner for this 

great picture!  

Iôll have what 

heôs havingé 

X 1,000!  

Cooperôs Hawk 

Baby Blue 

with 

lunch!  
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Presidentôs Perspectiveéby Mike DeBruhl 

 

 

 

This has certainly been an interesting and challenging adventure over the past few months with  Mask-

ing, Distancing, limited travel, takeout food, no meetings / gatherings and sanity walks on the Trails.  If 

Covid were not enough of a curve ball - - has it been HOT enough for you lately ?  YES is the answer é.. 

and remember that the heat can be harmful to our Monitors and our Blue feathered friends.  So, please 

be careful around out there.  On the trails, please stay hydrated, wear a hat and stay as cool as possible.   

I recently sent out a note to all members with our current activity statistics.   As some of you noted, 

there were some blanks in the data.  We have encouraged all monitors to please double check to ensure 

that they have sent in their monitor data to Glen Hendry. 

If you are not currently a members of the North American Bluebird Society ( NABS ), I encourage you to 

join and get a glimpse of Bluebird and Native Cavity Dweller activity across the continent.  The annual 

dues are modest and you will receive a wonderful quarterly magazine ( ñBluebirdò ) loaded with informa-

tive and educational and fun information. Check it out at www.nabluebirdsociety.org. 

During this hiatus, we have been reviewing our trails, doing some repairs and actually adding to our 

trails.  We currently have a possible trail developing on the property of a hopefully, soon-to-be Corpo-

rate Member.  This opportunity was developed and brought to us through the initiative and direct in-

volvement of one of our dedicated members.  We will keep you posted as this progresses.   Thanks, 

Lynda Curtis of Leesville ! 

We hope to start up our monthly meetings again in the Fall - - but will not do so if we are still in this 

health crises.  Our primary concern is always the safety and health of our members and rest assured 

that we will not do anything to jeopardize such.  So, Patience, Grasshoppers, Patience !! 

Kathy and John Demeo of Aiken have a camera in their Wood Duck nest box.  They filmed the hatching 

of 10 WD babes and their ñjump / fledgeò   They shared these links for all to ENJOY.   https://1drv.ms/u/

s!Ak3vQCvFwk0Fq21LRWu-TOp7Cq_1?e=5yJTkK é. https://1drv.ms/v/s!

Ak3vQCvFwk0Fq24RBUzSpqvAK5HN?e=eSvUZH  Thanks, Kathy & John !!  

Please keep a close eye on the nest boxes during this continuing heat.  If any of your nest boxes are too 

warm, consider adding a second roof spaced above the current roof.  That simple addition can lower the 

temperature inside by 10 to 15 degrees.   And be sure to keep the bird baths filled and the feeders full.    

  

Cheers and see you on the Trails ! 

Mike  

Glen Hendryôs new trail monitor 

has confused counting the birds 

with EATING them!!  Not cool, Mr. 

Corn snake...  

https://1drv.ms/u/s!Ak3vQCvFwk0Fq21LRWu-TOp7Cq_1?e=5yJTkK
https://1drv.ms/u/s!Ak3vQCvFwk0Fq21LRWu-TOp7Cq_1?e=5yJTkK
https://1drv.ms/v/s!Ak3vQCvFwk0Fq24RBUzSpqvAK5HN?e=eSvUZH
https://1drv.ms/v/s!Ak3vQCvFwk0Fq24RBUzSpqvAK5HN?e=eSvUZH
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Insider News!  

Deadlines for contributions to 

the Nest Box News are: Jan 15, 

April 15, July 15 and Oct 15 

send your pictures, comments 

or articles to: 

mcgrathjtl@atlanticbb.net  

Use Amazonsmile for your online 

shopping!! When you shop, des-

ignate SCBS as your non - profit 

charity of choice and they 

will donate 0.5% of your 

purchase total to SCBS .  

Lifetime Memberships are available.  If 

youôre interested in 

finding out more, 

contact Mary Shultz 

at: shultzim@att.net.   

For information on joining NABS, see http://nabluebirdsociety.org  

For information on bluebirds and other cavity nesting birds in SC,  

go to  http://southcarolinabluebirds.org  

 

     !!! ATTENTION !!!  

  

The SCBS Conservation series has the 

first year Bluebirds and the second year Chickadee 

available for purchase.  The set of 4 stamps ( 4òx6ò)

is available for $10.00 and the prints (Bluebirds 

8òxò10), Chickadee (9òx11ò)  are available for 

$25.00. Buy the set for $30.00...These gorgeous 

stamps and prints are also available on our website: 

Southcarolinabluebirds.org  

     High quality prints from original artwork  

      ***NEW LOWER PRICES***  

 

Thanks for your support!  

 

 

Alexander, Karen, Antaki, Charolotte, Bendle, 

Tim & Mary,  Brant, Doug & Elena, Brenneman, 

Ron & Dori, Brock, Roger, Burke, Jim & Sharon, 

Call, Tracie, Chin, Ed & Cindy, Eastman, Caro-

line, Frick, Randy, Fuller, Muf, Hendry, Glen & 

Gail, Hill, Jim & Jackie, Hurst, Cindy, Koehler, 

Paul, Krauss, Janis, Moseley, David & Nancy, 

Myers, Greg & Shirley, Oliff, Barry & Cyndy, 

OôNeill, Bob & Barbara, Radford, Scott, Raynor, 

Robert, Sacks, David & Maggi,  Shultz, Mary, 

Snyder, Debbie, Tucker, Bill & Sandy  

CONSIDER A LIFETIME MEMBERSHIP FOR $200  

           LIFETIME MEMBERS  

Another great reason for becoming a 

member of the SCBS is Member pricing 

for a complete nest box, pole and baffle 

is 75.00.  Non ï members would pay 

$88.00!  
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Member Meetings *     

7:00 pm at OôDell Weeks, Rm. #3 

September 28    ???  

October 26   ???  

November 16 ( week before 

Thanksgiving)   ???  

December Mer r y Ch r ist m as 

NO MEETING  

Board Meetings *3 pm at The 

Reserve  

August 11    ???  

November 10    ???  

*  any member welcome 

to attend  

 

 

 

 

 

 

SAVE  THE DATE  

We can always use your 

help, ideas, photos and 

comments...  

PRESENTATIONS  2020   

Feb 6, 

2020ð

Dogwood 

Garden 

Club...Orangeburg 

Feb 19, 2020ðAiken Garden Club 

Feb 24, 2020ðCherokee Garden Club...Barnwell 

Feb 29, 2020ðWingardôs Bird Expo...Lexington 

March 2, 2020ðSummerville Garden Club 

March 9, 2020ðGardendale...TBD 

March 9, 2020ðAdult Education...Aiken High...TBD 

March 12, 2020ðAugusta-Aiken Audubon 

March 20,2020ð-Trinity Methodist...Aiken 

April 9, 2020ðGrovetown Garden Club...Grovetown 

April 9, 2020ðLes Dames Garden Club...Edgefield 

April 18, 2020ðAiken Earth Day 

AMID THE  Covid - 19 SITUATION, THE APRIL MEETING WAS CANCELLED . PRESENTA-

TIONS THROUGH APRIL WILL BE RE - SCHEDULED.  WE ARE WORKING ON A DAY TO 

DAY BASIS...STAY SAFE EVERYONE!  

Board Member Jim Sproull asks if thereôs anything 

cuter than his just fledged Chickadees...  

This Tufted Titmouse enjoys 

some sueté 

Photo by: Glen Hendry  
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SCBS DIRECTORY  

/ÆУÉÃÅÒÓ 

$ÉÒÅÃÔÏÒ %ÍÅÒÉÔÕÓ 

 *ÉÍ "ÕÒËÅ 

0ÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔ 

-ÉËÅ $Å"ÒÕÈÌȾÃÍÄÅÂÒÕÈÌͽÁÔÌÁÎÔÉÃÂÂȢÎÅÔ 

6ÉÃÅ 0ÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔ 

3ÔÅÖÅ "ÁËÅÒȾÓÊÂÁËÅÒφρτͽÁÏÌȢÃÏÍ 

  3ÅÃÒÅÔÁÒÙ 

 $ÅÂÂÉÅ 2ÅÅÄȾÒÅÅÄÄÅÂÂÉÅρͽÂÅÌÌÓÏÕÔÈȢÎÅÔ 

4ÒÅÁÓÕÒÅÒ 

 4ÉÍ "ÅÎÄÌÅȾÔÉÍȢÂÅÎÄÌÅͽÇÍÁÉÌȢÃÏÍ 

 

 

   2ÏÎÎÉÅ "ÒÅÎÎÅÍÁÎȾÂÉÒÄÂПÌÉÅÓͽÁÏÌȢÃÏÍ 

   -ÉËÅ $Å"ÒÕÈÌȾÃÍÄÅÂÒÕÈÌͽÁÔÌÁÎÔÉÃÂÂȢÎÅÔ 

   4ÅÒÒÙ -Ã'ÒÁÔÈȾÍÃÇÒÁÔÈÊÔÌͽÁÔÌÁÎÔÉÃÂÂȢÎÅÔ 

    *ÉÍ 3ÐÒÏÕÌÌȾÊÆÓÐÒÏÕÌÌͽÇÍÁÉÌȢÃÏÍ 

   +ÉÔÔÙ 9ÕÎÄÔȾÙÕÎÄÔͽÏÕÔÌÏÏËȢÃÏÍ 

   "ÌÕÅÂÉÒÄ 4ÒÁÉÌ #ÏÍÍÉÔÔÅÅ 

   2ÏÎ "ÒÅÎÎÅÍÁÎȾÂÉÒÄÂПÌÉÅÓͽÁÏÌȢÃÏÍ 

   2ÏÇÅÒ "ÒÏÃËȾÒ×ÂÒÏÃËͽÍÁÃȢÃÏÍ 

   'ÌÅÎ Ǫ 'ÁÉÌ (ÅÎÄÒÙȾÇ×ÈÅÎÄÒÙͽÈÏÔÍÁÉÌȢÃÏÍ 

 

   

    7ÅÂÓÉÔÅ 

    ×××ȢÓÏÕÔÈÃÁÒÏÌÉÎÁÂÌÕÅÂÉÒÄÓȢÏÒÇ 

    7ÅÂÍÁÓÔÅÒ 

     ×××ȢÂÌÕÅÓÁÌÁÍÁÎÄÅÒÓÏÌÕÔÉÏÎÓȢÃÏÍ 

     &ÁÃÅÂÏÏË 0ÁÇÅ %ÄÉÔÏÒ 

      .ÁÎÃÙ -ÏÓÅÌÅÙȾÆÍÏÓÅÌÅÙͽÂÅÌÌÓÏÕÔÈȢȢÎÅÔ 

 

      

     3#"3 .Å×ÓÌÅÔÔÅÒ %ÄÉÔÏÒ 

    4ÅÒÒÙ -Ã'ÒÁÔÈȾÍÃÇÒÁÔÈÊÔÌͽÁÔÌÁÎÔÉÃÂÂȢÎÅÔ 

  

-ÅÍÂÅÒÓÈÉÐ 

-ÁÒÙ 3ÈÕÌÔÚȾÓÈÕÌÔÚÉÍͽÁÔÔȢÎÅÔ 

×××ȢÆÁÃÅÂÏÏËȢÃÏÍȾÇÒÏÕÐÓȾ

3ÏÕÔÈ#ÁÒÏÌÉÎÁ"ÌÕÅÂÉÒÄ3ÏÃÉÅÔÙ 

We are currently looking to fill two positions on 

our Board.  If you are interested, contact Mike 

DeBruhl or Steve Baker (email addresses above).  

Meet 4 times a year in Aiken.  Thanks!  
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FROM THE ARCHIVES  ...   

Volume 14, Number 3  

Summer 1992  

 

Eric Uebelhor, a NABS member from Ferdinand, IN., was tired of losing his nests to 

ants, blowflies and the heat.  He built an experimental nest box in 1991 with a hard-

ware cloth floor over a removable wooden floor. Eric found that there was a marked 

difference in his nest boxes success that year, and constructed 18 more for 1992.  

The screen is stapled to the sides of the box, and the wooden floor rests on runners 

for easy removal.  His data found the ants and blowflies seemed to have less a 

chance of starting trouble with the nestlings.  The box was easier to clean, and in 

the hottest of the summer, the  screen allows free air to flow through the box than 

the usual wooden floor.  The wooden floor stays in place until the bluebirds build 

their nest, then removed.  

 

A terrible drought and oppressing heat in the summer of 1988 saw over half of Ericôs 

nestlings and eggs lost to the temperatures in the boxes upwards of 110 degrees!  

After the success of the 1992 experimental nest box design, not one egg or nestling 

was lost to the heat.  Over 100 bluebirds fledgedé 

 

*The North American Bluebird Society continually investigates nesting boxes in a 

wide range of styles. While many prove to have no appreciable advantages over 

types in widespread use, sometimes a design may be of value in certain climates or 

under particular conditions  
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On June 5, Audubon South Carolina said ñfarewellò to Paul Koehler, who retired as Director 
of Silver Bluff Audubon Center & Sanctuary after more than 34 years of dedicated service.  
 
When reflecting upon Paulôs contributions to Audubon, which are too numerous to ade-
quately address in an email, colleagues and Audubon supporters alike remarked on Paulôs 
warm demeanor, grace under pressure, willingness to always lend a hand, and unwavering 
commitment to his work protecting birds and the places they need. 
 
Paul had many significant accomplishments during his tenure with Audubonðchief among 
them, building critical Wood Stork habitat at our Silver Bluff Sanctuary, which helped revive 
the population of the once-listed species. His legacy also includes the creation of a thriving 
outdoor education program, which serves 2,000 students annually, and developing an active 
volunteer program to support mission-critical work at the sanctuary. 
 
With a tireless work ethic and love of any work that kept him outdoors, Paul was a natural fit 
for his role as Sanctuary Manager of Silver Bluffða role that will now be filled Brandon 
Heitkamp, formerly Silver Bluffôs Resource Manager, who worked alongside Paul for many 
years. 
 
Paul is leaving Silver Bluff, and Audubon South Carolina, a better place than he found them. 
We owe him a debt of gratitude for his decades of dedicated service and wish him much 
happiness and fulfillment in his next chapter, which is sure to include plenty of camping, 
birding, cooking and adventuring with his two young grandsons. We also hope to see him 
volunteering at Silver Bluff soon! 

 

Justin Stokes  
Executive Director 

Audubon South Carolina  

  

 

Editors note:  As Paul and Lee start out on their next adventure, we at the SCBS 

wish them much happiness and relaxation!  And Lee, pay no attention to that old 

saying that ñretirement means 100% more husband and 50% the moneyò!!!  Some 

guys are worth it!!!  

https://click.everyaction.com/k/17888638/210052295/-2067498848?utm_source=ea&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=engagement&nvep=ew0KICAiVGVuYW50VXJpIjogIm5ncHZhbjovL3Zhbi9UU00vVFNNQVUvMS81ODU0OSIsDQogICJEaXN0cmlidXRpb25VbmlxdWVJZCI6ICI0YjZiZGMxYS1lOGFmLWVhMTE
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Ted and Mary Tronosky had the pleasure of watching this 

Bluevird couple grow to a family of four!  

¢ƘŜ ŎƻǿōƛǊŘǎ ƘŀǾŜ ŀǊǊƛǾŜŘΦ .ǳǘΣ ƘŜȅΣ ȅƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ 
ǎǘƻǇ ŀ ōƛǊŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘǊȅƛƴƎΗ 
tƘƻǘƻ ōȅΥ WƛƳ {ǇǊƻǳƭƭ 

  

In times of strife, beauty surrounds us... many thanks to our 

fan favorites!  

The Brown - headed Cowbird is a stocky blackbird with a 

fascinating approach to raising its young. Females forgo 
building nests and instead put all their energy into produc-
ing eggs, sometimes more than three dozen a summer! 

They lay in the nests of other birds, abandoning their 
young to foster parents, usually at the expense of at least 
some of the hostôs own chicks.  

 
All About Birds   The Cornell Lab  
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tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ aƛƪŜ 5Ŝ.ǊǳƘƭ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜŘ Ƙƛǎ ŬǊǎǘ άǎƴŀƪŜ ƛƴ ōƻȄέΗ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ŜƴŎƻǳƴǘŜǊ ƘŀŘ ƘƛƳ 
ǇƻƴŘŜǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ  ŜǊΦΦΦǳƴŘŜǊƎŀǊƳŜƴǘǎΦΦΦ 
 
Wǳǎǘ ƘŀŘ Ƴȅ ŬǊǎǘ έǎƴŀƪŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōƻȄέ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ȅŜǎǘŜǊŘŀȅΦ  bƻ ƛŘŜŀ Ƙƻǿ ƘŜ Ǝƻǘ 

ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ōŀƉŜ   Lǘ ƛǎ ŀ ƘŀǊƳƭŜǎǎ wŀǘ {ƴŀƪŜ ŀōƻǳǘ о ŦŜŜǘ ƭƻƴƎΦ  п ōŀōȅ bǳǘƘŀǘŎƘ ƘŀŘ 
ƅŜŘƎŜŘ ǎƻ ƴƻ ƘŀǊƳ ŘƻƴŜΦ   .ǳǘ L Ƴŀȅ ƘŀǾŜ {/.{ ǊŜƛƳōǳǊǎŜ ƳŜ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǇŀƛǊ ƻŦ ǳƴŘŜǊ 

Ǉŀƴǘǎ    

  

S- S- SNAKES... slithery and spectacular, some got up close & personal...  

Member Glen Hendry frequently encounters 

these on his many trails  

I s - s- see you!  In a box on Terry McGrathôs trail!  
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Flycatcher Fridays...  

Glen Hendry says if you never 

see the bird, youôll know it was a 

Great Crested Flycatcher by the 

shedded snakeskin in the nest 

box  

Those bugs donôt stand a 

chance!  

Photos by: Glen Hendry  

This Brown Thrasher nestling like bugs too!  

Photo by: Glen Hendry  
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With all the wet weather in June some trails are experiencing nest boxes full of ants. This can 

be a serious problem as they get into the nesting material, and crawl over the baby nestlings. 

Some ants are more dangerous than others but the discomfort can make the parents desert 

the nest. 

Sialis.org has some suggestions but after having read them I feel the best way to deal with this 

problem is to buy ant repellent traps with self-sticking backs. Then place them UNDER the nest 

box. Sialis recommends Terro liquid but you can buy Terro ant bait in small plastic boxes to 

stick under the nest boxes (see photo below). Or, any other brand of ant trap that has the 

sticky backing. Terro ingredient is Borax which kills ants. Raid Ant traps work too.  Iôm not 

sure which is the best ecologically speaking! 

If anyone has any other ideas for dealing quickly with ant infestations, let us all know! 

The first thing though is to remove the ants from the nest and nest box. If ants are mixed up in 

the grass the easiest way is to replace the nest with another nest. Itôs a good idea to always 

have a grass nest saved for emergencies. If you havenôt one, maybe there is one on your trail 

that isnôt being used. Otherwise, ask around and see if someone else might have one. Then 

wash out the nest box with safe soap or a vinegar solution if you have it. 

ANTS ! 

by Margaret MacKenzie, Vernon 

  

Editorôs Note:  Thanks so much for this timely article.  With so much rain weôve been having, I óll 

be trying this tip shared by Margaret MacKenzie and Harold Sellers of the Southern Interior 

Bluebird Trail Society .  Many thanks and Iôll share my results with you! 
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tƭŜŀǎŜ ƴƻǘŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƻǳǊ ǘǊŀƛƭ ƭŜŘƎŜǊ Ƙŀǎ ŀ ŎŀǘŜƎƻǊȅ /b όŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜŘ ƴŜǎǘύ 
ŀƴŘ tb όǇŀǊǝŀƭ ƴŜǎǘύΦ L ǇǊƻǇƻǎŜ ŀ ƴŜǿ ƻƴŜ -C. ŦƻǊ Ŧǳƭƭ ōƻȄΦ tƭŜŀǎŜ ƴƻǘŜ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŎƭƻǎŜŘ ǘǿƻ 
ǇƘƻǘƻǎ ŦǊƻƳ Ƴȅ ǘǊŀƛƭ ŀǘ !ƛƪŜƴ tǊŜǇΦ aȅ ƘƻǳǎŜ ǿǊŜƴ ƛǎ ōŀŎƪ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΦ  LŦ ƘŜ ǘƘƛƴƪǎ ƘŜ ǿƛƭƭ 
ƛƳǇǊŜǎǎ ǘƘŜ ŦŜƳŀƭŜΣ ƘŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǾŜ ŀƴ ƻǇŜƴƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ƘŜǊ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ƛƴΗΗ 
WƛƳ  {ǇǊƻǳƭƭ 

5ŜƴƛǎŜ {ƘŜǊǊŀǊŘ  ǎƘŀǊŜǎ άI found this at Generations Park 

on Highway 1 in Aiken. It is in scoop dispenser. Iôm 

not sure if they are safe in there.ò 

Unfortunately, Denise was right.  The situation was 

reported to Parks & Rec and a few days later, the 

nest and babies were gone and the dispenser was 

cleaned out...  

  

When good things go wrong...  


