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Message from Our President Mike DeBruhl 

Welcome to your second edition of The NESTBOX NEWS!! Please join me and extend a big THANK YOU to our dedicated Data Guru / Trail 
Boss / Director / acclaimed Presenter …. Glen Hendry for once again publishing a great newsletter.  

Well, can spring really be too far away? With the unusually warm weather, Forsythia, Camellia, Bradford Pear, Daffodils, and Dish Magnolia are 
actually BLOOMING. And along with that, our Bluebirds are starting to “Check out” the nestboxes for potential nesting. I believe that they are 
better predictors of an early spring that that Pennsylvania groundhog!  

Usually starting in mid / late February or the first week of March, our 2024 nesting season is upon us, If you have not already done so, it is time to 

inspect our nestboxes for any needed cleaning or repairs. This also applies to our feeders, since the Bluebirds from up North that joined us over the 
Winter have started “loading up” on food and heading back home. So do not be surprised to see a smaller number of Blues around the feeder for a 
while. We did fledge over 7,000 new birds last season, so they will be around and starting to establish their own hungry families soon.  

I am pleased to announce that Janis Krauss has joined our Board of Directors in the critical position of SECRETARY. Janis is a dedicated long-
term member of SCBS and very instrumental in the establishment and monitoring of the trails along the Augusta Greenway. This project has been 

highly successful and is a source of enjoyment for hikers, bikers and visitors to the Greenway. She lives a short distance away in North Augusta ( 
South Carolina, that is ), has a Nursing background, and shows compassion not only to the Bluebirds and Cavity Dwellers, but also to her fellow 
Directors, keeping us calm as we undertake SCBS business. WELCOME JANIS - - we are glad to have you with us. And thanks to the other folks 
who had expressed interest in the role.  

Our educational presentations are receiving a great deal of attention and remain much in demand. When you receive this, we will have delivered 15 
presentations to organization across the state - - and have another 14 already scheduled. We are meeting a number of interested individuals and 

gaining new members to SCBS. Check our Website https://southcarolinabluebirds.org for a listing of upcoming events.  

And when you are on the Website, please note that our member meetings are now held in the lecture hall of the Science & Engineering Build at 

USC – Aiken. The location directions are included on the website and we hope to see you in person - - or via ZOOM. A link is sent to each member 
in advance of the meeting.  

As we begin our new season, please be mindful to be SAFE on the trails. Stay hydrated when the weather warms, be on lookout for Wasps and Fire 
ants at the nestboxes, etc. But also be sure to ENJOY your experiences with our Feathered Friends and introduce that enjoyment to family and 
friends.  

SEE YOU ON THE TRAILS! Mike  

 

 

Peruse our website to view upcoming public presentations and Bluebird Society meetings.  You can also purchase a 

complete Nestbox setup (box, pole, predator guard) on our website.  Check us out on Facebook also. 
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Did You Know? 

 SCBS is one of 61 Affiliates of the North American Bluebird 

Society (NABS) across Canada and the USA. 

 The Eastern Bluebird is found from Florida to Canada in the 

Eastern part of the continent. 

 The Northern part of the flock migrate South for the winter but 

return North to breed. 

 The Southern flock, including South Carolina, stay local the 

year round. 

 Their diet is 70-80% bugs and 20-30% berries, seeds, etc. 

 They live 5 years on average. 

 You should clean out your nestbox after each brood is 

complete. 

 

Comments from the Peanut Gallery 

                                                                                     

A question from Jody in Anderson, SC: 

“I have a BB box that currently has an (old, I think) nest in it. In fact, I think a Carolina Chickadee nested first 

and the blues built on top. Yesterday I saw a male bluebird on the box with the female sitting in a nearby tree. 

Please advise me about removing the nest or not.” 

SCBS Answer: 

“Thanks for your inquiry - - and a perceptive question.  I left you a voice mail message advising to YES, DO 

clean out the old nest now. � 

I had a male Bluebird on my feeder today doing the "Wing Wave" to start attracting a mate - - so spring and 
the new nesting season aren't too far off!”   
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Cooperation between State Chapters Rejuvenates Bluebird Trail - Ron 

Brenneman 
 

In the spring of 2022 my wife and I were driving by the Holmes Educational State Forest in Western 

North Carolina when we noticed some bluebird nestboxes on the property. We later met with E.J. 

Dwigans, Education Ranger and Susan Fay, Forest Supervisor and inquired about the boxes. 

 

Holmes Educational State Forest, consisting of 235 acres, was established in 1977 as part of the North 

Carolina State Forest system. From the mid-1930s to the late 1960s it was a tree nursery for white pine and tulip poplar 

seedlings. Since 1977 it has served as a “living outdoor classroom where visitors of all ages can learn about the local 

natural forest, forest ecology and forest management.” From July 2021 to May 2022 more than 1,400 students were 

welcomed on site for various educational programs. During the same period more than 48,000 individuals visited the 

forest. 

 

We learned that there were eight bluebird nestboxes on the property that were established in 2015 and one nestbox that 

was added in 2022 for a total of nine boxes. With only two employees on staff they had not been able to monitor or clean 

the boxes.  

 

E.J. was happy to accept our offer to monitor the trail. When we first checked the boxes in April they were full of old, wet 

nest material, some were infested with ants, they had cracks in the roofs, sides, and doors, and the nails were coming 

loose. They were mounted on wooden poles with small, upside-down buckets as baffles that were mounted 1 to 1½ feet 

off the ground. We cleaned out the old nest material, added screws to the loose boards, caulked cracks, and moved the 

baffles higher.  

 

We immediately saw nesting activity and it continued throughout the nesting season. During the 2022 nesting season all 

nine nestboxes were used and fledged 42 birds: 13 Tree Swallows, 5 Tufted Titmice, 10 Carolina Chickadees, 10 Eastern 

Bluebirds, and 4 White-breasted Nuthatches. 

 

The boxes, baffles, and poles were in very poor condition and needed to be replaced. The budget at the forest was very 

tight and there were no funds available for replacement boxes. We contacted the South Carolina and North Carolina 

Bluebird Societies and asked for their help in providing funding for 10 replacements. Both groups agreed to fund half the 

cost and Joe Sanders, Henderson County coordinator for the NCBS, became involved in the project. After the nesting 

season was over Joe, E.J., and I decided where to place the 10 new nestboxes. In early December we installed the new 

boxes, poles, and baffles. 

 

The boxes will be monitored weekly in 2023 and the cavity-nesting birds at Holmes will have benefited from the 

cooperation between two state chapters.  

 

Ron Brenneman is a retired wildlife biologist, co-founder of the South Carolina Bluebird Society, and serves on its Board 

of Directors. After owning a birding and nature store in Aiken, South Carolina, for 21 years, he and his wife moved to the 

mountains of South Carolina in 2020 where he has been involved in establishing and renovating bluebird trails in South 

and North Carolina. This article first appeared in the Spring 2023 issue of NABS Bluebird.  
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Eastern Bluebird on nest 
White-breasted Nuthatch nestlings 

Old nestbox 

Ron and E.J. installing new 

nestbox New nestbox, pole, 
and baffle 
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SCDNR: SC Wood Duck Die-Offs Linked to Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza 

 

 

Officials say that while HPAI is considered low-risk for transmission to humans, it may affect the economically important 

poultry industry in South Carolina. (SCDNR photo) 

December 23, 2023 

Within the last two weeks, the South Carolina Department of Natural Resources (SCDNR) and the United States 
Department of Agriculture’s Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS) have received numerous calls 
concerning an apparent die-off of wood ducks in waterfowl impoundments and river swamps in Clarendon, Colleton and 
Williamsburg counties. 

Preliminary testing indicates two of these die-off events can be attributed to highly pathogenic Eurasian H5 avian 
influenza (HPAI). Results are currently pending from additional die-off locations. 

Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza was first detected in the United States in January 2022 in two wild ducks harvested by 
a hunter in Colleton County, South Carolina, and one wild duck in Hyde County, North Carolina. Prior to these findings, 
HPAI had not been detected in a wild bird in the United States since 2016. Following the detection of HPAI in early 2022, 
portions of the United States experienced large die-off events of snow geese and eiders. 

“Since 2022, the greatest impact on wild birds in South Carolina has been seen in black vultures and bald eagles,” said 
Molly Kneece, SCDNR state waterfowl biologist. "Up to this point, we had not experienced any noticeable die-offs of 
waterfowl species in South Carolina. These recently reported wood duck die-offs seem to be localized but do have 
potential to spread into other counties and to other waterfowl species given the social and migratory behaviors of wood 
ducks." 

Hunters should be aware that HPAI is present in the environment, and it is also showing up in an APHIS sampling effort of 
hunter harvested birds. However, it is still safe to pursue and consume wild fowl this season. This type of HPAI virus is 
considered a low risk to people but it can be a danger to the poultry industry, which is an important part of South 
Carolina’s agricultural economy. 
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USDA Veterinary and Wildlife Services recommends hunters and others to take precautions to protect themselves and the 
domestic birds they may encounter from the virus: 

 Do not harvest or handle wild birds that are obviously sick or found dead without latex gloves. 

 Dress your game birds in the field whenever possible. If you must dress birds at home, clean them in an area in 
which your poultry and pet birds have no access. 

 Keep a separate pair of shoes to wear only in your game cleaning area. If this is not possible, wear rubber 
footwear and clean/disinfect your shoes before entering or leaving the area. 

 Do not eat, drink or smoke while cleaning game. 

 Always wear rubber gloves while cleaning game or cleaning bird feeders. 

 Wash hands with soap and water immediately after handling game or cleaning bird feeders. If soap and water are 
not available, use alcohol wipes. 

 Use dedicated tools for cleaning game, whether in the field or at home. Do not use those tools around your 
poultry or pet birds. 

 Wash all tools and work surfaces with soap and water and then disinfect them. 

 Avoid cross-contamination. Keep uncooked game in a separate container, away from cooked or ready-to-eat 
foods. 

 Cook game meat thoroughly; poultry should reach an internal temperature of 165 degrees Fahrenheit to kill 
disease organisms and parasites. 

 Double bag the offal and feathers. Tie the inner bag; be sure to take off your rubber gloves and leave them in the 
outer bag before tying it closed. 

 Place the bag in a trash can that poultry and pet birds cannot access. This trash can should also be secure 
against access by children, pets or other animals. 

Julie Helm, a veterinarian and poultry specialist with Clemson Livestock Poultry Health, advises South Carolinians to 
protect small poultry flocks with two simple statements: “Keep it AWAY and Keep it CLEAN.” 

Keep it AWAY: Keep your poultry and pets away from wild ducks and geese and their environment — ponds, lakes and 
swampy areas. Take care not to track the wild waterfowl virus back to your flock if you are hunting or hiking in the wild 
waterfowl environment. Buy new birds from a reputable source. Keep new birds or returning show birds separated from 
your established home flocks for 30 days. Keep pests (rodents, raccoons, opossums, rabbits) out of bird pens. Keep 
visitors out of your bird areas; what may they be carrying on their feet, clothing or vehicles. 

Keep it CLEAN: Clean cages and coops. Clean any equipment first before it comes onto your property. Wear designated 
farm shoes and clothing to care for your birds. Wash your hands before and after working with your birds. Change birds’ 
food and water daily. Wash your vehicles and trailers after visiting other poultry facilities and before you come home — go 
through a car wash. 

DHEC strongly urges anyone who handles birds — including hunters and poultry farmers — to follow the recommended 
precautions for protecting themselves from possible exposure and to talk with a doctor if they have any health concerns 
regarding a possible exposure. 

South Carolina hunters and landowners can help SCNDR and APHIS monitor this potential HPAI event by reporting 
sightings of dead wood ducks or other waterfowl to SCDNR (800-922-5431 or webmaster@dnr.sc.gov, Subject Line: 
HPAI). Of notable interest will be the location of the die-off, number of individuals affected, species, and habitat type. 
HPAI testing will be done on a case-by-case basis, but it will be very helpful to know where any waterfowl die-offs are 
occurring and to what extent. 

After reporting any waterfowl die-off events to SCDNR, landowners and habitat managers can gather any dead waterfowl 
they find and bury those carcasses on site. This important step can help reduce the spread of HPAI to scavenging 
mammals and birds of prey. All equipment, tools, clothing, and boots should be disinfected with a solution of 1/3 cup 
bleach to 1 gallon of water. 

For more information on HPAI or to monitor confirmed detections in wild birds and commercial or backyard flocks follow: 
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/aphis/ourfocus/animalhealth/animal-disease-information/avian/avian-influenza/2022-hpai 

Article reproduced with permission from SCDNR, Greg Lucas 
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The Village at Woodside Bluebird Trail – Mike & Laurel Collver 

The Village at Woodside trail is small in number of boxes but reasonably productive in number of Bluebirds fledging plus 
some Carolina Wrens and Carolina Chickadees. The eight boxes scattered among the parks and residential 
neighborhoods is on level ground for easy walking. The three boxes along the retention pond are a little more vigorous 
walk or can be driven via an access road. The entire trail can be walked in less than 45 minutes or driven in half that time. 
The intrusion of predators has been minimal.  
If you want to combine trail monitoring with having lunch out, there are three restaurants to choose among which also 
have outdoor seating in nice weather. If walking the trail is not sufficient exercise, the Village Fitness Center is at hand.  
The combination of supporting the growth of the Bluebird species and other cavity nesters and maintaining your own 
physical fitness is a win-win. Oh yes, I did mention dining-out, but you can walk-off (or work-off) the calories.  

 

 

  
 

 

Some of the nestboxes 

on the Village at 

Woodside bluebird 

trail in Aiken, SC 
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Bluebird Nest Box Trail Monitor Wanted 

Walhalla High School – Oconee County 

Amanda Gladys, Science Department Chair and Green Steps Team Leader at Walhalla High School in 
Oconee County, SC is looking for an individual or individuals to monitor bluebird nest boxes at the High School 
when school is out for the summer. Eight nest boxes need to be monitored and data collected once a week. If 
interested contact Amanda Gladys at 541-622-2963 after 3:00PM.  
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Picture Collage 

     

 

 

    

      

 

Flying Squirrel Nest Flying Squirrel Collection 

Fox Squirrel in Owl Box 

Flying Squirrel in Owl 

Box 

Chickadee Youngsters (H Wilbur) 
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Chickadee Youngsters 

 

Chickadee Youngsters Chickadees Hatching 

Chickadee in Cherry Tree (Bill 

Bender) 
Chickadee Nest Material 

(Tons of Green Moss) 

Great Crested Flycatcher 

with Snake Skin 
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Join the North American Bluebird Society 

The South Carolina Bluebird Society is an affiliate of the North American Bluebird Society (NABS).  NABS needs your 

support to continue their mission in Canada, Bermuda & the USA.  Visit NABS on their website 

www.nabluebirdsociety.org. 

 

 

Join the South Carolina Bluebird Society 

Give a membership to a family member / friend.  It makes a great present! 

www.southcarolinabluebirds.org 

 

 

We appreciate your support and will continue to spend your membership dues responsibly to ensure the 

continued viability of the bluebird population in South Carolina.  

 


